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Z R, Fb, HAkE s (BE, 847.3mglkg) . £ ¥ (395.8mg/kg) . B &% (¥4, 121.3mg/kg) . # % (Z X, 151.9 mg/kg)
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Quantitative Detection of Gamma-Aminobutyric Acid in Berries Using HPLC

ZHAO Feixuel?, ZHANG lJialin®®, FAN Chunlin?3, LU Yang!, ZHANG Zijuan?®
(1. State Key Laboratory of Food Nutrition and Safety, College of Food Science and Engineering, Tianjin University of Science and
Technology, Tianjin 300457, China;
2. Agro-Product Safety Research Center, Chinese Academy of Inspection and Quarantine, Beijing 100176, China;
3. Key Laboratory of Food Quality and Safety for State Market Regulation, Beijing 100176, China)

Abstract: Berries contain a high level of gamma(y)-aminobutyric acid (GABA), which is beneficial to the health of consumers. Due to
the lack of chromophores, derivatization is required for the high-performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) detection of GABA using
ultra violet or diode array detectors. After optimizing the extraction, derivatization, and chromatography conditions, a pre-column
derivatization method was developed for quantitative determination of GABA content in berries, with 9-fluorenylmethyloxycarbonyl
chloride (Fmoc-Cl) selected as the derivatizing reagent. The results indicated good linearity, a low limit of detection, a limit of
quantification, and good reproducibility and recovery. The proposed method has been successfully applied to test 27 samples from 16
types of berries collected across China. The GABA contents in these berries varied greatly, from 5.1 to 847.3 mg/kg. Among them, cherry
tomato (847.3 mg/kg), physalis pubescens L (395.8 mg/kg), passion fruit (121.3 mg/kg), grape (151.9 mg/kg), and guava (red flesh, 137
mg/kg). The obtained results enrich the available information on the content of GABA in berries and could be used for the development
of GABA-enriched functional foods.

Key words: berry; gamma(y)-aminobutyric acid (GABA); HPLC; pre-column derivatization
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B0 ARSI A0, st MR AR LA P o e 22
RS 5SS R TS,

HAT, HT 28R GABA 771k EAFELL

P FEBROPIE (AAA) RO 2k ik

(TLC) DU, &k itk (HPLC) B2, w& i

AR B BE R 1L (HPLC-MS/MS) B8 405/
PK-FiE2: (CE-MS) AT P2 i ta ity (IEC) B3],
FIF HPLC g st e i s il w8 Zemb0m L] iy
(18], ) eh— Bt GABA RIS, HETA&
RIVEE 2 R B GABA &858 —H 7
O CBRE, Mo EE S GABARY2, XY
RN T GABA AL KR, A5 3 pk
ST R A R AR A i 1 B AR RS2t 2 SR
A i AT P N FH R OR AR S, T A R 2SR R R R
BROY ZE SRR, @S —MEH T 2K R GABA &
BG—R N TE I,

AT I A BRI AT A 4 1, LT Rl
BRAEMT R RGUE R SRR SR I T AT AR R O
A 32 b ) GABA & . KM% EK
Uy gl 7 16 F0 27 N RAE M) GABA & &,
NHRINRENE & & T R SRR -

1 RS

1.1 ¥R

AT 2023 4 8 H & 2024 4 3 H R

(ARHOFRTT /2R EIGSE)  BE B0 5 PRk s & S

M. REE. TR RFREEER R, R, 3G
-18 °Cififr. OMF (gl « A&, il
LR N ERAT; L. FER. 9-2) F &k
M5 (Fmoc-Cl, 98%) . GABA (99%) F1H:At 20
FRE AR, FEE AR ARA R Wi (5
fraf) , AT ARFTEAF; LB (traD
REMERUFIRFARA A K. —%K (Milli-Q) ,
EEBEHEE AT, K (LC-MS, =25%) , ik
L T HENRH A PR A ]

LC-30AD !l AH il A, H A By A
Agilent ZORBAX Extend-C18 (3.5 um, 2.1 mmx100
mm) C18 sy, EE TR AMRAA;
LBBM-600220 C18 fr#r4E, Fifg2eifhsLis iy fHE:
AR AF]; PL602-L 2 Hi K- Five Easy Plus FE28
A pH it LR 2 42 4] KDC-40 BYfIGH
O, ZBUPRH R EREACES A BR A ] Microfuge
22R B &G EA R O, T8 FE/RFFA IR 2
G

ARHMELEEHR

1.2 tREBRRAIHIE

RS FREL y-2 3, T RFRUE Th 200 mg B T-/MEEAF
o, b EKE RS 10 mL FET, JRH
KEREZIE, #IE 20 o/l bruefE s, KM
B3 — R HREWRE N 1. 2. 5. 10, 20, 100 pg/mL
IRRAETR TR, 4 CCREYGIRAT
1.3 tmilE

500 mg AFEE A B T 5 mL B0, N 1 mL
80% L EEI W, T TR 2], = It A2 3 30 min, 4000
r/min B0 5 min, HUEJEWR, BPALE AL S IATR .
1.4 #HEIHTHEWL

7 2 mL B0 E KU 400 puL BIER 2% i
200 pL FEfh_EFEW. 200 pL Fmoc-Cl fi7A4EiRF), 9
WEIRE, IR 5 min, 10000 r/min 5.0 5 min,
2 0.22 pm FALIERLE 38,  EAURI .
1.5 ®EEH

WBhA A N pH 4 )5 mmol/L Z AR, i
M B NN & 0.3 mL/min; &M% K: 265 nm;
FEIR 30 °C; HEFER 5 uLo. BAEESEIAEST: 0~65 min,
26% B; 65~67min, 26%~90% B; 67~73 min, 90% B;
73~74 min, 90%-~26% B; 74~80 min, 26% B.

2 ZER5HL

2.1 REEVEHBIMRK

GABA & —M/Nrra 5K, bk, ZiET
K, EAIEREARAE N EEARBUAR . KRFEEW
KE ORGP EERE T/K, AT LLZifiib
FRECAAT,  DAYB /D £ 2 AR K AL ) 0 B B ) F
oo HTZHENET LB, 1 GABA T T L%,
DALt e 4 O REAE IR BUA TSR EL GABA, LR N
BE AT SRR AL .

K FAS TR EL A3 1 2 B ) Atk L. 60%
70%. 80%M L) VENIREUAM .. ¥ 1 mL $EHGK
55500 mg AR A HEEL GABA. &fiTE L)E, Kl
B Fmoc-GABA [WIgTHIFN, 25R K 1 () Al
No LEEERF RS0 GABA HIHEEL, GABA &
HHEE CRERFR > B BN I, R LR
A DMEHERE S GABA [IREL. Rk, JE8seitik
% 80% L BEAE N FREE T o

a3 AE A FAAF P $E R (L mL, 15 mL. 2
mL. 3.5mL. 5mbL) FEHARFIFE (500 mg) i
FERE S WK 1) AR « LN 1 mL I, Fmoc-GABA
(T AR B K . AR AR BE VA AR PR 388 i 1K
L e AR EDURA R AR BT R A PR U U B PR AR B i
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FRDAR o

BAESEEUEAF: 500 mg A I 1 mL 80% [
IR, IR A, A HEHEL 30 min, 4000 r/min B0
5min, 3% FiEWR.

(a) R ZEAT 74

(b) AEFRBUR AT
e FERARE R R 2 7R3, P<0.05.
Bl REEFML
Fig. 1 Optimization of extraction conditions
22 (TEEHHMRK

AT A A o R 75 B R R AR IR R, 1
PROER B NSRRI, JEXT I pH IR AT AL

PIRR Eh 22 R 1) pH 2 s i AR AL B B R 5K
f§FH 400 pL 0.2 mol/L WlER #h &2 i, pH 738 7.
8. 9. 10, 11. fEZMEHMA 200 uL 100 pg/mL
GABA A1 200 pL 0.02 mol/L Fmoc-Cl, i&jieiis], =
IR N 5 min, 5% Fmoc-GABA &I, 455 anf&
2 () Prr. MR EEZZ MY pH % Fmoc-GABA [1)
TE A £, M2 pH 24 7 B, Fmoc-GABA
T AR B /s BTN R Sh gz vl pH BT,
Fmoc-GABA iz ¥, HfE&TiE. xRN
Fmoc-Cl 5 GABA [ B A ZAER A S5 A AT
BRI, 34 pH 9 1AM i B A pH.

43 BIE ] pH 9 £ 0.02. 0.05. 0.1, 0.2 mol/L 2%
M FEAE R ATAE A iAG . EARRIVRFEY 400 pL
TR Eh 2P n N 200 pL 100 pg/mL GABA A
200 uL 0.02 mol/L Fmoc-Cl. KT EE iR &5 5
FEIN 5 min, ZERWE 2 (b) FiR. MRk
J¥ 79 0.02 mol/L I, Fmoc-GABA I [ AR I AIK T 3

G2 R FE 5 Bt A 2 PR B2 I 39 0, Fmoc-GABA
TR LT RFFAAE . Rk, &+ 0.2 mol/L 1E4
S AE G MR FE

AEATAEZE: 400 pl 0.2 mol/L pH 9 iz 2522
MR, IO\ 200 pb $E B AR HE AR GFE 5 Hig
A1 200 pL 0.02 mol/L Fmoc-Cl, J 3% 5 min.

(@) [ pH i Eh i

(b) ARIZEMRHRE (mol/L)
i FARAFE RN ZE R EE, P<0.05.
2 FTENEEHNTSK

Fig. 2 Optimization of derivatization conditions
23 BiEEHImRK

T HERRIE GABA KIS, TREHBRKRS
FAk 20 FEE A SR A AN S T, EpIfE
M pH 3.5 ZRREAF RN, BhEERETRE N 0~4
min, 25% B; 4~12 min, 25%~28% B; 12~50 min,
28% B; 50~51 min, 28%~90% B; 51~56 min, 90% B;
56~57 min, 90%~25% B; 57~63 min, 25% B. 7E it
ZAF R R I, WA 3a B, IX RN
7 Fmoc~GABA TR AL 5 .

M OFREL) pH N 4 B, KA GABA il
AT LRI T P0G 7 55, B eanl &R 76 0 1.5 .
3(b) NI AHFIRE FEARAL J5 B il ], ARG 2R R AT
A FERTI GABA FRAEIETR LA K GABA 5 20 i H
JR A FE IS AR A VAW i Fmoc~GABA FIl Fmoc~AAS

(Fmoc 5 RRAFEIRIINTAEDD BIhmes (K4,
Hebg 17 &R T
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B3 FHEMRKRIESE Fmoc (TR KEHER R EIZHITE
Fig. 3 Chromatography analysis of physalis pubescens L.
after Fmoc derivatization before and after method

optimization

= = amino acids
|—— GABA and amino acids|

6X10° | o
5<0°F

4x10° F

3x10°

i B {E/mAU

2%10°

;J“M¢A el
20 P —
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B 18)/min

Bl 4 Fmoc T LRI GABA F1 20 FhEEEL &L S 7 E
Fig. 4 Chromatography analysis of GABA and 20 kinds of
amino acids after Fmoc derivatization

2.4 KHRFIESMR

IR 1.2 hRAEE RN ECH 7%, K GABA
FRUETE AR RE (L. 24 5. 10, 20 pg/mL), F%0@
1.4 FRAG S AT A 264 BNV E , bRkt 26 7E 1~20
po/mL a2 R IER R (BI5) « sl
oy T IR BRI 3 5 E MR R T SR IR
(LOD) , 10 fAfEmMelbitHE &R (LOQ) , 135

ARHMALEE R
AT IR PR N 0.3 po/mL FlsE B RN 1 pg/mL.
B ATTES 2 15T HPLC Wi5E GABA W 5t 45 i3k
ITEEL, WER 1. ASCH7E LOD/LOQ AT AA —
SEMTRSA, 5REZHEMEERSO, AR
H PR Bl FE P

1.6x10°

1.4>10°

)
X
2

1.010°
8.010°

6.010°

TR/ (MmAU-min

y =74297x - 15780

=
20wa0° |- R=: 09999

s

/ L L L L
0 5 10 15 20
GABAREWRE/ (Lg/mL)
B 5 GABA fREHI%Z
Fig. 5 Standard calibration curve of GABA
x1 S5EREMNFGZES GABA £ R T MR E
ERAEEE (n=3)

Tab.1 Comparison of reported methods, LOD and LOQ of
GABA in berries (n=3)

2.0X10°

00

J7ik LOD (g/mL)  LOQ (pg/mL) &30k
HPLC 0.3 1.0 AL T5
HPLC 0.7 / [27]
HPLC 0.2 0.7 [31]
HPLC 0.6 2.0 [29]
HPLC 4.0 / [26]
UPLC-MS/MS 2.1 7.0 [30]
HPLC-ELSD 0.7 2.0 [28]

25 WHEE
ST — P BRI 5 VR TR A M T VR R
R, WTURRSAHNREEEMEREEE. ¥ 20
po/mL GABA FriE A AT A J5 1 SE 3 d JEFEI e, &
2 FIH T AR H AR E (R0 2 A R 2R R
P INF[A]<0.5 min, U [ FH R AE 0 b 4 i 22 (RSD )<1%,
FNZITIERA R pk % B E S .
<2 HAMBERKEE (n=3)

Tab. 2 Precision of intra-day and inter-day (n=3)

HA Hi 1]
PREAIN [R]/min WEHIAR RSD/% | fR BN [R/min V&[iiAR RSD/%
46513 324308 46.620 323817
46.621 324215 0.238 46549 324027 0.145
46.726 322927 46.299 324714

2.6 fntREIYE
T WAE TR HPLC JyykdEmate, 5
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T GABA & EBAK (15.2~50.9 mg/kg) H GABA &
e TR R 3 PR WaE. RO
%, 43Rl 12, 24 F1 60 mg/kg GABA. %A 772
HATIGE, BEAREIREM 5 AN PATHE A, BN i
TES, BN ERA AR S vH AR 1Bl i ZE A
Pt 22, 5645 R W3R 3. IR A 81.4%-98.7%,
FEAXT B vEE R 254 0.95%-3.16% . 45 KB i% 7 ik B
B 107 Py [ S 0 2 12

#®3 WE., EEMIRSH GABA RIRMEWLER (n=5)

Tab. 3 Recovery results of spiked GABA in raspberry,

strawberry and Cyclocodon lancifolius (n=5)

ke FmEE AR WEE [ RSD/%
I(mg/kg)  /(mg/kg)  /(mglkg) /%
12 61.0 84.3 1.0
g 50.9 24 70.5 82.1 1.0
60 99.7 81.4 1.0
12 25.4 84.7 3.1
A 15.2 24 37.0 90.7 2.0
60 65.8 84.2 1.8
12 58.1 98.7 1.9
AR T 46.2 24 68.5 93.1 1.0
60 101.3 91.8 1.1

2.7 A REIZERMIHH GABAMEE

SO HORAE T AR AERE GERD . SR (B
R PPERAE. MR, RLED . EAR CEED .
BE CERRHEK. M. R « FHRER (&
B L TR (D BREEERE CIRRBE . K
R « kSRR GEARD « SR CERID .
FERERL (TEAEEL) 16 Fh 27 NI RFEM . IXLERE ok

HAE SR, BT RFEIMRE S, B SR
et b, HEEFERA. ERBMMEL
FFEe W LR PERRE IR K. R T4
SR LR A RE R LI AL R A AN S B
GV EY P Wi vk =), 3/ CEAR =) a8

FZ 5 55 2 b GABA & BT, 45
RUNFE 4: 37t 16 M 27 N ALFE it Th SB4EAE GABA,
R 20 ) GABA & &7 5.1-847.3 mg/kg HIfl. T
% HPLC i F (1 AR BE AR 28 PR, LOD A
1 pg/mL, 7% & R AE R BURIAT AR At F2, LOQ
P e SRR L T GABA RS2 bR &4 12 mglkg.
PR E AR ) GABA & &I T HiAh 22 4R,
M 547.3-847.3 mg/kg "5, FAh, BRE. AER.
HE . OFEAREE GABA & EHIXHE, 705
9 395.8. 121.3. 38.5-151.9. 110.6 mg/kg-

EEE T, [ — R R F SRR GABA &
BAAMEESR. BN, RAZMEAWT “HHB” w4
) GABA & (151.9 mg/kg) BH& T HAB PTG
Fh (38.5 mg/kg Al 84.5 mg/kg) . HEFEGHE L ES HEF
I GABA S &) M T REHERMN 4 5. 1£
FraREG, T PR IRk i GABA & &
Wim, 9847.3 molkyg, HAR 2 ANMFIRZ, 53R
547.3 f1 750.6 mg/kg. ZLAITEATHEH GABA & &2
BRRFE AP b, X5 — R B R
BE, W vE VAR GABA SRt m THALE B
BrERk . Rk, RPfER R — MR, AR F
GABA TEMEFMARKER, XEHKERTM
GABA 7 5 52 iy X I it b 55 22 b BT 25 () B2 o

F4 RREh GABAS=ERIME (n=3)
Tab. 4 Determination of GABA content in berries (n=3)

B i i %5  GABA &&E/(mglkg) RSD/% ik P
/ Al 11.1 0.9 HPLC RIT5k:
. / A2 9.5 2.3 HPLC ATT
W A7
/ A3 5.1 1.3 HPLC ATk
/ / 1.7~2.8 / AAA [32]
/ B1 61.8 15 HPLC KTk
WA
/ / 224.8~247.3 4.0 HPLC [27]
N 75
- 4 Cc1l 121.3 35 HPLC ZIKIﬁ/ﬂi
KH—5 C2 304 25 HPLC KTk
gz / D1 19.1 2.4 HPLC AT
ESlE / E1l 395.8 1.7 HPLC ARSI
WA F1 84.5 0.7 HPLC AT
_— BEH F2 151.9 0.7 HPLC Rk
BRI R F3 38.5 2.9 HPLC AT
BURA / 48.7 / AAA [33]




“ 6 AUBELEELR
/ / 86.2~147.9 / HPLC [31]
BE Gl 750.6 0.3 HPLC AT
lEES G2 847.3 1.1 HPLC AT
PERE T 0 T4 G3 574.3 1.4 HPLC AT
T1g / 286.7 / detection kit [34]
/ / 27.3~36.8 / AAA [35]
/ H1 415 1.2 HPLC ARILTT
LA NN
/ H2 50.9 0.7 HPLC ARILT5
/ 11 53.3 0.3 HPLC AT
FyAd
/ / 24.1 / HPLC-MS [36]
. / J1 6.9 1.4 HPLC RITTE
Wk
/ / 1.3 / AAA [37]
- AR K1 15.2 1.2 HPLC ASLITE
" Allstar. Earliglow. Jewel  / 15.5~36.1 / e [38]
(A L1 53.9 2.0 HPLC ALITVE
e L2 34.1 2.0 HPLC ARILT5 i
BRERk
/ / 8.1 / AAA [39]
/ / 9.1 / HPLC [40]
AR M1 110.6 1.2 HPLC ARILT5 i
— AR / 137.0 5.4 UPLC-MS/MS [30]
" B M2 49.8 12 HPLC AT
2k / 32.0 / UPLC-MS/MS [30]
. ey 2 5 N1 6.4 0.2 HPLC ALTTE
RAFRAEE
/ / 80.0~361.0 / NMR [41]
b EAN o1 65.6 1.4 HPLC VIR
TAeR . s
5 02 49.1 45 HPLC BTk
AR / P1 46.2 25 HPLC KTk

e /AOR AR

K 27 PRI AT 5 GABA &S
O RIE R R RAEAT R, RIUERE . BRfbk . &
AR ATVD IR & B S AR SO VRN E 1S AR,
IR AR SCAGE I 5 2 AT — e O HERf I, (EAT LR R
RIS B2 ORI 4, FIME R R — R R, &
BEEFOER, ATHRTIVEER. B, REH
JRIE 25 GABA 5, SR ENATH) GABA
ERANT BT R, SRR SRR SR A
7& GABA & B [T AE LM A 3, IRIR AT B LA
Lo KPR ST R T2 R A e, X ] B Pk
GABA TERR P RBY, X — mife b i A
PRRDL,  [FIRE AT P B B & M &) GABA &
B TR RGE Y, X R e S R A T B
WS AR U E R URFMERRA
Ko Fsh, PRI ATAED . SRR
FERX S LGB R R S BN E N SCE S, Ak
—EMZER . ST @S TR S A ST
MR AEGH . SRBUNESFYIfAAEE R, REER

HAHEXT GABA & EIMIE F= A 520 o ASCAE T2
TERM B I uE FE R T4, BhOR 1A I &5 SR i
B, T SCHR AR RV R SRR TSN, T REAEAE
HAhZE IR GABA [ s. Hit, &4 LidZ
A ZE, GABA Mt BFEEREA —ENE
P,

3 &£ ip

AHE AR IR B AR K5, @ T
— Rl KR GABA &I M SO (i . %
7527 DAHE B 27 SR rp At 0 2 1R 0 R AR B T
Mo SHZFERIARHER L. BHIR. EEE. [k
B E PTG AT 5, SRR hRiEdh & AE
1~20 pg/mL GABA Vi WX R R IF; @ &R
B PR AR, 2359009 1 pg/mL #10.3 pg/mb; B
AR, N 81.4%~98.7%; W] AR Myl i £ 2 S A (1)
GABA &, 27 M EFEMI GABA FEuHN
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