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B B ATMAEGRERA > TEAE4AWE ARG AR T EFEM, RASGRESHEERHFILLS, &
S EMEER S (Saccharomyces cerevisiae) 12 BB & iE2, B3R T 2B (MVA) &2 XHEBEERE,
¥ ho 5 R 24- B A2 B AR TR BE A B 5 M, KA B M 2 RIMAR S B A R 45 & i AL BRIk TAZSRALAT IR 2,
M S A R B B2 6 TAZE Ak CHO224, % X & B : B4k CHO224 #£7R R B4 492 B &% = & & 784.11 mg/L, A #X
Btk CHOO1L #9 24.8 4% ; R4 BEABI LM, E5LSFEABE P HTHELSE, RER”%14 471 gL,
AKX E R CHOOLL 89 149 12, AR ANEBL R LFTA M EC A FRET THLEWEERL AL SAMRMES
E

KRR HEEE, BRPEERE: SORLEYD: R R

HESES: Q789 XHEARRRRD: A YEHS: 1672-6510 (0000)00-0000-00

Construction and Optimization of Cholesterol-Producing Saccharomyces

cerevisiae Strain

L1 Gen!, FAN Xugian?, RUZEMAIMAITI Apiyeti!, LUO Jianmei!, FAN Feiyu?, ZHANG Xueli2
(1. College of Biotechnology, Tianjin University of Science and Technology, Tianjin 300457, China;
2. Tianjin Institute of Industrial Biotechnology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Tianjin 300308, China)

Abstract: Traditional cholesterol production processes face challenges including biosafety risks and environmental pollution.
This study systematically reconstructed the cholesterol biosynthesis pathway in Saccharomyces cerevisiae using synthetic
biology and metabolic engineering strategies. Key approaches included enhancing the expression of enzymes in the
mevalonate (MVA) pathway, increasing the copy number of the heterologous GgDHCR24 gene (encoding
24-dehydrocholesterol reductase), optimizing metabolic flux distribution in the post-squalene pathway, and integrating
peroxisome engineering to strengthen precursor supply. An engineered strain CHO224 was constructed for efficient
cholesterol production. The results showed that in shake flask fermentation, the cholesterol yield reached 784.11 mg/L,
representing a 24.8-fold increase over the initial strain CHOO11. Optimization of the fermentation process enabled
high-density cultivation in a 5-L bioreactor, achieving a final titer of 4.71 g/L, a 149-fold improvement relative to the initial
strain CHOO11. This study provides a referential approach to optimizing production strategies and strain construction for the
green production of cholesterol and its derivatives.

Key words: cholesterol; Saccharomyces cerevisiae; steroid; high-density fermentation
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Fig. 1 Cholesterol metabolic pathway

1 MR5RE

1.1 Bk RNSEZERT

Etk 5 H kL% 1. San Prep 5k DNA /)
ik &, £ E Axygen A F; San Prep #:3 PCR
FEAAGRA &, AT AEY TR (R BRTARL
Al FEREE FREE ARG IR L (SD-Ura) , JbRiiztif

BHEARA R BHEREARES, FEIE AR
FRAT; PCRY A, FHEAMHEACALE)ARA
Al GG RS W B IR G MR AR TR 2
A SER, TR R R S AR A IR A A &
o
1.2 EHRE

YPD #577dk: 19%BERHERY), 2%EEE, 2%
251 0 o
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YP i 3G Fi s 1% R EHEIY), 2% E Ak, 2%
2, 1%FHkE.

BRSSO FREE (SD-Ura) @ 0.67%0% Rt
BHE (RS Ura) , 2% % .

LB £5:%E: 0.5% NaCl, 1%EEEME, 0.5%F
FHEEY, 100 pg/mL & FHH R

R AARRE I NN 2% A T A 114 [ 4 8
Ik,
1.3 BREMREEA. #HUS5WIE

500 pL RIS F) 3 mL YPD ik
H1, 30 °C. 250 r/min #R %55 7%, H EI40M%5 B (600
nm AP G Asoo) 1A% 0.8~1.5; 12000 r/min &0 1
min WCAEAHM, 280K BER 2 IR W4 IR BRI B
2T 1 mL AL 57 (100 mmol/L LiAc. 10 mmol/L

DTT.0.6 mol/L tli 21 10 mmol/L Tris-HCI, pH 7.5)
Hr, 25 °CiffE 25 min; FE LR 1 mol/L 174 i3l
FEPeds LU SR e B AN 8T 60 uL Filv4 1 1 mol/L
i Z4EE, JF5 CRISPR/Cas9 ki Al fit{A 7 41] DNA
BA - BHRAWERES) 0.2 om A B A AR, £EUK
L H#E 5 min. fFHZERE Bk (Bio-Rad, Hercules,
CA) LL27 kv HEHEZEFL. 5 FLIE 7RI 41 i fs
BELE L mL ¥K¥ 1 mol/L thZEEH, 30 °C. 250 r/min
% E 60 min. KEFERIRIASE SD-Ura “FAR I, 30°CF
K98 2~3 d, DA H PR, IR IEIE R A,
B AR E] 10 pL 20 mmol/L NaOH &,
98 °C&ih 40 min DLBEHCEERZH DNA. 4 2 L (1%
RV B FE PCR AR, 5 FHERE 51 P56k H 2 1R
e

*x1 BEHRSRK

Tab. 1 Strains and plasmids

W4 £ HeiR
BY4742 S. cerevisiae $288¢, MATa, his341, leu240, lys240, MET15, ura340 S E RAT
CHOO11 BY4742, GAL1-7-10::T app1-StDWF5-Pgay 101-GgDHCR24-Tewes AHFF

CHOO011, LPP1:: (Prpi-tHMG1-Taphz)- (Trer1-ERG13-Pega1) -(Proci-ERG10-Tspos);
CHO012 MOT3::(Ppoci-ERGO-Trpnz)-(Trcii-1DI11-Prons)-(Prsai-ERG20-Tapry); A
DPP1:: (Popci-ERG8-Tapn1)-(Praar-ERG12-Tenos)-(Penoi-ERG19-Tepsi)
CHO013 CHO012, ERG5:: (Peav101-GGDHCR24-Tewps) AR5
CHO014 CHOO012, ERGS5:: (Tapri-GgDHCR24-Pgpy 101-GgDHCR24-Tewes) FNTiS
CHO115 CHOO013, GRES3:: (Tapr1-ERG1-PeaL101-ERG11- Teyey) ARHF5T
CHO116 CHO013, GRE3:: (Tapri-ERG1-Pcar101-CaCYP51- Tevcy) AR5
CHO117 CHOO013, GRES3:: (Tapr1-ERG1-PaaL101-HMCYP51- Teyer) ENTIS
CHO118 CHOO013, GRES3:: (Tapr1-ERG1-Pea101-RNCYP51- Teyer) ARHF5T
CHO119 CHO013, GRE3:: (Tapri-ERG1-Pgar101-CaCYP51-Tevcy) AR5
CHO120 CHOO013, GRE3:: (Tap1-ERG1-Paar101-HMCYP51-Teycer) ENTIS
CHO121 CHOO013, GRES3:: (Tapr1-ERG1-PgaL101-RNCYP51-Teycy) ARHF5
CHO119, ATF2::( Poar-tHMG1-ePTS1-Taprz)-( Tpo-ePTS1-1DI1-Pap 101-ERG19-6PTS1-Tepsy)
CHO222 ROX1::( PoaL7-ERG20-ePTS1-TapHs)-(Tcpsi-ERG19-PTS1-Pgay 101-ERG10-PTS1-Tepes) EN IS
LEU2:: (PgaL7-ERG8-ePTS1-Tapr1)-(T1er1-ePTS1-ERG13-Pgay10n-ERG12-ePTS1-Tenos)
CHO223 CHO222, YILO64W:: Taprz-ACS2-PeaL10n-ASCL-Tepsy ENTIS
CHO224 CHO223, CIT2::(Poar-ANT1-Tepas)-(Tesar-IDP2-Poar110-|DP3-Trery) RN
PM-Cas9-sgRNA  URA3, Pirna-sgRNA, Preri-Cas9, ARS e = ARAT

1.4 EHREE

PR n B MR AN 3 3 mL YPD 85353t
30 °C. 250 r/min iE &R F7, 5 Asoo=2, F%HE 10%4%
FhEFERERS 15 mL YPD R 7% 100 mL HEF

f, 30 °C. 250 r/min #2559 48 ho K KL
% 50 mL .08, 6000 r/min B0 5 min, WA
VE, MO 15 mL il SRk, RAERER
100 mL HETZ A 4k 4L A 1% 96 h.
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15 BH5EE

B 1 mL RFE W 12000 r/min 2.0 1 min, 3
2 FIEBOTICR AR, 1 mL B AKBER 2 Ik
JEEET 1 mL 3 mol/L ShEVEHH, 100 °CHf# 10
min; B&J5 LA 12000 r/min 2.0 5 min, FEEERME LG
W, FRUGETT 2 UGBAIKEER, WK 25 Bk B BRI .
BHEATTE S0 E0T 20% NaOH/H BER A
65 °CIEIR /K FRFEE B R B 4~6 h; fFR e RUs
A R A IIN 1 mL IE 2%, 48 10 min i etk A8 ;
12000 r/min &0 1 min, B _EZEAHAHIFE 0.22 pm
AR U, A A BOR I #2 2R,
T 5 A 534 -

1.6 EMHSEEHH

AR (GC-MS) E M/ 1 46 1F: Thermo
Scientific Trace1300 GC/ Orbitrap Exploris GC 240 7Y
AR - o FE A B A, HP-5 il AE (30
m>0.25 mm>0.25 pm) ; HIZG T E 100 °C, £/ £F 1 min,
LA 20 °C/min FI#ZFHE E 300 °C, f£4+F 15 min; it
FfEE 1 L.

S (GC) EE AW 2&F: Shimadzu GC
2010 Pro R s S AH 4%, DB-35 fhififk (30
m>0.25 mm>0.25 pm) ; 1A 100 °C, f-FF 1 min,
Bt /5 LA 50 °C/min B3 Z il 22 300 °C, fR£F 30 min;
BEFEREN 1 L.

1.7 &ERE.XE

HEERBET S ¥ 200 mL Rl PR SR
2 L KRR FRIEN 5 L REERET R B .

RIESH: JHE 30 °C, pH 5.0, HHELER 30%
GBI HEHEHE 200~1000 r/min 545 & 2.0~9.0
L/min ZhZABBR T

AMELERS . WA R BRI FE R T, AR A
BE A Asoo=150, BfiJ5 NN FLBES SRIEAE R, [FHf
W wlR R LI AU I 40% 0, #nZ
Fig, fdR T R IR E R E T 5 g/L.

1.8 HIBESHR

FIH GraphPad Prism 9 #fF AT FLR R 7 22 40 A
(One-Way ANOVA) . Gttt i E MR R: P <0.05 (*).
P <0.01 (**). P <0.001 (***). P <0.0001 (****), %
I ) 22 S 3 MR AR I i

2 ZFR5VHE

ARBBLEZ R

2.1 R4 RBERZERBEF N EHEK

N T R v AR R ] P RSP I BRI M T, AR
BFF FE AR IR PR B A U 52 A [ B A, 4 20 2 i
ik 2 i+ 5 (Solanum tuberosum L.) SK¥5 7-fii S iH
il B I8 JE g FE [ (StDWF5) T3S (Gallus gallus)
R 24- Bt SERH [ 8 JR B3 [N (GgDHCR24) D41z
ARG, BEHE SIS ST Peau 1 PoaLios
FIFH CRISPR/Cas9 J:[K 4%k R4, ¥41X 2 I Resiih
RIS EARNE LRI RL B bk BYAT42 FER A, Ak
T4 1 SD-Ura [E /455 77 £ ik . B % PCR Rk (&
2) 5193 IH B AL CHOO011.

2 YPD 573k kR 7E, FIH GC il fl i i
(MS) X% CHOO11 K E# /=it A7 o34, 45 R 3 fr
o HIE 3 () A, W= 5 21 o 0 [ B An v
pirs UEE L DB ST ] — 50, )2 HE N % = 4 vh 5 A I [
i, fHIE 3 (b) w4, farilll 3] m/z 386 4>+ 51 i%,
TZUEEGE I JIH [ B2 (1) 3 F- 30 CarHasO CAHXY 7 it &
386.65) ; [AIAFTKLIE] m/z 43, 105, 145, 213. 275.
301 S5 fr B Uk, IR LBUE R B T A% S R ) AR
FRE. S5A MM SEEM) (SR DU & e 5
B, #E— PRV O R EE . 2005E , CHOO011
R T F 2% N e e ™= &4 31.6 mgl/Lo

M. DNA Marker; 1-3 Jki¥. StDWF5 ik G 5L, 2115 bp; 4-6 JkiH.
GgDHCR24 ik G4 IESH, 1023 bp.
2 PBEEEA B E K CHOO11 3% PCR Wi Az e ik
Fig. 2 Gel electrophoresis results of colony PCR verification
for the cholesterol-producing strain CHO011

(@) RRMRIE il GC &l
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(b) JEALE PR CHOO11 BRI GC-MS i
3 CHOO11 EHEMEM LB~ DT
Fig. 3 Analysis of shake flask fermentation products of
recombinant strain CHOO011
2.2 IEERREEEIR MVA RE
T G 0 AT A o s R A N T

AR F B . Xiao ZSH@ 38 hn A & I ai Ak 1)
fites, RmHE RSN . N TP E e
B 5, KRR MVA i85 9 AN 4E[R ERG10,
ERG13. tHMG1. ERG12. ERG8. ERG19. IDI1.
ERG20. ERGO 7 Jj| 4% H bl I fft i 440 5 3 i ik
LB IR R CRISPR/Cas9 A A 2 240 5 A
B RIA G BOfi NBRIN BERE CHOO011 JE R gt 47
Rk, [N, 8RR JE R A S AL K] DPPL
M LPP1 k3 B FE Ik CHO012. #3% MVA g4
e IEL ] T = B 5 R AN &) 4 s o B PR CHO012 fiH [ i
PEMRF= 8N 260.9 mg/L, FEEIEIN T4 7.3 6% Sib
Ay, s IR, =8N 367.21 mg/L.

(a) 135 MVA 3§42 9 /N5 I PFA BEL RS AE ™ 470 5 R g

(b) HEAHEkk CHO011 5 CHOO012 #& i K& B4 GC itk
4 138 MVA B IRSIEERE~8
Fig. 4 Enhancing the MVA pathway to increase cholesterol
production

2.3 EEXEMEERENHIRSERERE~2

N T IR TN I [ T -5 Bl 5 8 6k DKoo IE [ T
FEER . AWFFAE CHO012 S5t FIA A F #%
1% GgDHCR24 KE[K 314 & i H 4 B bk CHOO013 Al
CHOO014, VAo tRiksmfE, 4R wE 5 frr. M
5 (a) W[%1, CHOO13 JH[EEEFENMr =&~ 489.52
mo/L, #&E T2 87.6%, 1 CHOO014 fH [/~ & A
501.35 mg/L, MR CLHER. B 5 (b) A4,
CHOO13 Btk KEZ = b IR R oh, AT
24.25- A FEBHESERITMM R . KRV GG
ALK ERGL 1R 1A 98 B o4 F 41 1) A e M
HEAT S 4k, [FIR GgDHCR24 JE R Bk = B I HIE:
S, 1 A AT DA S B S BE ) 24,25 £ C=C M
HATIE S, AT P2 AR R P 24,25 A B S SRR
AR

(2) HINAIE$% T4 GgDHCR24 JIH [ #%-& B he 7 1 HL i



(b) HEAHk CHOO012. CHOO13 #EJi KB4 GC it
Bl 5 TRABEEXFEEE GgDHCR24 2 EER =8
Fig. 5 Overexpression of the cholesterol key gene
GgDHCR24 to enhance cholesterol production

24 RBREKEERXEEERNGE

Lepesheva 25MOMfE 7 AR, K BRIEF A G2k
PR 0 2 B S Y 140- 25 HIRAL B XS 24,25- — S E B 1
R R A P, ATl o o R PG T2 B A YR A Y M A
SEALEERE IR ERGL AUl R I U A e M 0 S AL Bl 2 A
AtSQE2, 73 I ZH G IR REAYR . NI K JEAT A
R BREIEN 14a-25 PEEBGRE R P47 1 20k, Al
FB R T, [ 398 140- 25 HIEBE A0 30X
SRIE, DLRRAIC 24,25- S B R SER -8

B iy S M AN 24,25- S CE B AR R 10,
f£ CHOO13 T pkHh i ik i B M AL G & 14a-2
LR, et RanlE 6 P, EAEK CHO119
] ERG1-CaCYP51 N fiLdl &, b A I = A
694.47 mg/L, AH[E B/~ 3G T 41.9%. 1£H (A=)
MR TT T, A &M E =4 B AH EL CHOO013 T R Y
BA TS, i8N 11462 mg/ll, FEKT
75.9%; FEHE BN 45.04 mg/L, FEIKT 8.9%:;
2425- “HFE B E N 1805 mg/L, FEALT
80.4%.

ARBBLEZ R

E6 FiEREGFEEEM 40-KFEMASLUSERE
RS EHRER
Fig. 6 Screening of squalene epoxidase and 14a-demethylase
combinations to obtain recombinant strains with optimal
catalytic activity.
25 FREEAYEATIZEMABEE =8
R EAC Il A TS, R oo R P e AL Tl 2]
WPl A NFE Y re . Dusséux S
FEAEI MVA 547 5E A BRI I BE I A b g ik, JF
K e B RAT IR ISR A8 B Al A b, AT
PE RN R AR IR e 125 1. Liu 508 s A
PR A% SR B I T o 2 ik i HIRS EC I B A g A
Il G R R TN, DI EgndAe, MR R
%11 g/l. FT EIREE], AT E S AL E ALY
BetAAE R BE B (ePTSL) K MVA i&4% 9 NIk R E fir
TR E YN, DA A IS AT A BN B S, 8
RS E A AT TR Sl (CIT2) , Jelb S8t
il A MZRRR) 0, RN RIL LW AR A &
JilE (ACSL Fll ACS2) , S5 E A 1A Py LIt 4
HilE A RIS G BeE s R SRR T A A A
iz H (ANTL) , RATERBER (1IDP2 A
IDP3) , HE5R4HKT ATP K NADPH [l E L4
LR, MIRCE LBk CHO224, K4 Rl 7 B
7No WK CHO224 R I~ &y 784.11 mg/L, %%
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Btk CHOL119 #2151 12.9%, & ¥ E #k CHOO011 (1
24.8 1.

E7 FAZECDEFIRENETEERTNIEEE~1
ARRE
Fig. 7 Evaluation of cholesterol product synthesis capacity
using peroxisome engineering to construct engineered strains
2.6 EEEHORAMNLZEATMN
N T 2 U IE HE 2 VR PRI I 5 FRE T, R

CHO224 [ bR AT e 8 FE R BT 5 T2, TR
RSP WA P AR R L . 5, A
AR DR R RO AR, 17 Ae0o=150 I, R kMEHiK
VEOIN ClE, IIMAFURES . BIn-EILREE 3
Je, B 12 h RS YIEEA TR, 2% 120 h Ja iE [
FE s AP, Ry 471 9/, EEE]
P)2E B SRS R 376.89 mo/L, —ACEEHE R
79302.78 mg/L (& 8) . HFIAMani ) it
o, IE I P 1 R A Dy b 2 B P D LR R RS B
T A2 AF g H A g B 82K [ A & 90 5 g 4
o ) s BRI P A7 AE D200, A ST M 1Y) CHO224
ZH RO S JE A B R SO TR R I 4%, SR B T A
JIEL 1 2 oy L4 P D) v R 6 R

- ODwo A éﬁ%%@
-=— IR R TEF B
300 6000
250 - 4000 =
] :
200 - 2000 £
1= . (]
2 =
g 150- 500 S
400
100
] 300 CE
50 - 200 5
] 100
0- T T T T T T 0
0 12 24 36 48 60 72 84 96 108120
Time (h)
8 SEE LR CHO224 Btk F=iBE i

Fig. 8 High-density fermentation of CHO224 strain for

cholesterol production
3 & &

AW BT 5 MVA B2 CHERE RIS, i
FAXRE[E LA B A K] GgDHCR24, 454 A £ Xk
(1) )5 % M i A A 4% LA SO A A Y i A T FR 45 2 oA
B AR AL, Ae) Fa i A A o L ] I B 2 TR 7 B T PR
CHO224. A%, bk CHO224 [ I [ g r= &
ik 784.11 mg/L, FFRIF 5 L REERESAT =% R
WAL, WA EN 471 g/L, AWM E R CHOO011 1Y
149 %, SR, fERELRET, TRGERIr=E,
Je 8 T AE 75 B Bl Se i 5 & I AR AT « AR FEST
(1) 22 ASLER I [F) 0 S s B TR AR SIE B 7 2, D I i e 2
A AR T AT TR .
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