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Function and Mechanism Study of Gene ESA 01668
in Cronobacter sakazakii

SUN Qixiu, SI Mohan, LI Ping, DU Xinjun
(State Key Laboratory of Food Nutrition and Safety , College of Food Science and Engineering,
Tianjin University of Science and Technology, Tianjin 300457, China)

Abstract: Cronobacter sakazakii has strong desiccation tolerance, but the specific molecular mechanism of its desiccation
resistance is still unclear. Previous studies in our laboratory found that the disruption of the gene ESA_ 01668, whose encoded
product is a hypothetical protein, resulted in a significant decrease in the drying resistance of the strain. In order to further
explore the function of the gene ES4 (01668, the mutant strain AESA_01668 was constructed by homologous recombination,
and the complement strain cpESA 01668 was constructed by vector pACYC184. By comparing the physiological character-
istics of wild-type WT,4ESA 01668 and cpESA 01668, it was found that the gene ES4 01668 had no significant effect on
the growth of the strain under normal condition, but promoted the strain growth under high salt condition. The deletion of the
gene ESA 01668 resulted in a decrease in the desiccation resistance, motility, biofilm formation and membrane hydrophobic-
ity, an increase in the membrane permeability , and an inhibition on the transport of proline and transport/synthesis of betaine.
This study has provided a reference for further elucidating the desiccation resistance related function of the gene ESA_ 01668
in C. sakazakii.
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R 175 53, & 15 FF B (Cronobacter sakazakii) 7&=—Ff
HE R e SR ", B T EARH,
LB 05K (PIF) S22 B AR A ALRR A DY By
TL T AR IR A2 PR UE LAE PIF AT,
S HOH B A LA BRI 7 B AT R
JPIF HATLEIE 2.5 4RI B, Bah L I 2 Ts Y
SR e, T 5 RSB A LI 58 | WOILAE FISRFE: /)N
T4 i 9 253 S , SRR S AT LAk E] 80% 1,

20 T A S B v LA A 0 1 1 R A 1Y, A
HF WA BB A A PR R, RS 50 2 b e LA B 5
(PRI A2 A 11, AT Z LR RS TR 2 T4
F3EL , DAV BREE T e e Y e 5
FFRIRT TR PR BT 10 3 2 2 R ) oy o) B 25—
G [ 32 R AR B T IS R A R, T R R R Y
BT, N AR SER S i e ) s AR, PR
PS54 5 5 2 m ] =5 BEAL R SRR | I (R R
WAFBEMAE R R, TR NB S,
DA 12 BE K , A0 i i 1 0 il eh 7 15 15 it
b, LEWIRETE BURE 71 55 5 B v B VT DA 1 TR S A2
ST IEAH G .

APREH F AREAL AR KB, ESA_01668 H
S N A 7 S e = 1 T
ESA 01668 F:HKJEN 324 bp, difid =) Ak &
1, % SE R AE BRI 50 2 i A 1R ELECOR ST . 7E NCBI
Bt ZET e R B, RS 5 B AT 2 A B RS A A
52 100% MUAFE R, AL e AL F R E
Y e TRE I 5 5 Z AR . 43 Uniprot 44
oA, IZMB RS IAAPES S IR R, A5
WL R ESA 01668 FEH , PREREILAE PR v B VAT
Rl A e aT e A VE AL -

1 FRS

1.1 Bk S R

PR S R L 1. BRI 58 B A ATCC
BAA-894 . KT (E. coli) DH50r. RIGHFE S17-
1 Apir fRAFFE 80% H M, I 7ESL 36 % -80 C VKA
H R IIVRAE - TEARIE IR 55142 37 °C . 200 t/min,

¥R RN Luria-Bertani (LB) B335 5. JRE A .
P EEAR Y A AL ah . YRR AR, AR
HRMAHERNATREEE 7374 100 ug/mL
10 pg/mL,

JEkL pCVD442 FlkL pACYC184 FR-177E-80 C
UKAG R, BB pCVD442-QH 1 i kL pACYC184-
ESA_01668 NABFAIHE

F1 EHRERK
Tab.1 Strains and plasmids

PR ATORE ik He Ui
ATCC BAA-894 WaN=TLT S FEB SRR

AESA_01668 ESA_01668 775k ENTIEAEE
cpESA_01668  ESA_01668 i oMk ABFSEAE
DH5« E.coli SulE#MATE & LI ERAF
S17-1pir FokifE £ S AT
pCVD442 A A SR ERAT
pCVD442-FR WA E;‘;;;;;j Z'KLTOT? BN SR
PACYC184 {ICHE DL RE LI E R

ACYC184- i ESA_01668 %[N .
pESA_01668 Eﬁ;}ﬂtk AR

1.2 RAFEE

JRL/NE R &, RARA LR (50 A R
) ; Eastep” Super & RNA #2HUX7] &, SYBR® Pre-
mix Ex Tag™ 11 (Tli RNaseH Plus) , 55 SERH5 A= 9
TAREARRA A FAREN . 25505 W 20 BEIR A
T Ayl KA eEE N — s B R L LR
PR AER AN EER ARSI & A
SRR &, R R ERHARAF

A KA, BRI R s PCR X HLUK R GEHIEE
e AGAS, A 5 2B i R 2 7 i (i) A BRS W]
Sunrise Basic Elisa BUFRIY, 75 & BHFAG PR TTAELA
Al UV-Vis BUSEAM-A] WAt RET, it as
A BRA F] 5 R4y 6O BE T, fEEl Berthold A
Al HYC-A BUAJRFEAR , 750 N 85 98 SE 0 i 45 A7 PR
Nl
1.3 XWAHE
1.3.1 PCR 3|4k it

1 NCBI BdsEh2a4k ESA_ 01668 LA, 1E#%
% B BRE DR R R TR IR 45 1000 bp )T Kt
BN FEY) A4 E Primer Premier 5 #4, 516
RS, AR GC SRS HRIT ESA_01668
FEPR - Ui [ I A Ui R DR BS54, 5144 Bk
I3RS ESA_01668-QF/ESA_01668-QR F1 ESA_01668-
HF/ESA_01668-HR . 35 itk 35 PR J2 75 B ) #i o A LR B Y
SR 2. BT A 51 9P 9358 BN MR A
PR FIEA T A B
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Tab.2 Gene knockout primers
EILZES) ik Bkl

ESA_01668-1F ! ATGAGAACCACGCGCGTTAC

- ESA_01668 =4
ESA_01668-1R CGGTGCTTGCCGTTCGCTGA
ESA_01668-2F GGCGACAGGGAAACTCATC

- ESA_01668 F:[H ¥ 3 /) W3 215
ESA_01668-2R TTTGCCTGTATGAAGTGGC
ESA_01668-3F ATGGAAGCCGGCGGCACC

PACYC184 JFHI K F Bt
ESA_01668-3R

cpESA_01668-F
cpESA_01668-R
pCVD442-F
pCVD442-R
ESA_01668-QF
ESA_01668-QR
ESA_01668-HF
ESA_01668-HR

ESA 01668 FENFF1

F AL EAL S 1

ESA_01668 ¥ ¥&R1 514

ESA_01668 ¥ ¥4J5 #5149

ACACGGTGCCTGACTGCGTTAGC
AGTCAGGCACCGTGTATGAGAACCACGCGCGTTAC
GCCGCCGGCTTCCATTCAGCGAACGGCAAGCAC
CAATAACCCTGATAAATGCTTCAA
CTCATGAGCGGATACATATTTG
TGATAAATGCTTCAATTATGGTCTGGCTGCTGATTTT
ATGCCAACCCGGAAACGACCGCGTTTAAGGTTTCAAG
CCTTAAACGCGGTVGTTTCCGGGTTGGCATAGTTCAG
GTATCCGCTCATGAGATATTGCGACCGCCTTCTCAGT

132 REReME

TE Ji SOy i A RS A v, B R A
WMERE A= IR 2w (A R M o &% e A B &, AR
TS B UL PCR A B e e Btk Ak A p
i [l pCVD442-F Fl pCVD442-R ()5 |41 PCR 2
JPH4 pCVD442 ZikZe Ak, 5149 ESA_01668-
QF/ESA_01668-QR  Fl ESA 01668-HF/ESA_01668-
HR G175 035 2) MBRIRS 56 2 75 FF 1 ATCC BAA-
894 FEHAFHIrhY St ESA_ 01668 FEHFM T
Wi B, sebE R pCVD442 H R BAK T Ifdr 4
pCVD442-QH. ¥ H (kA 1o f 2 F L AL R T e
S17Apir 22 A AHMY , e 8 2 B 21 AL i AR AR A
AESA 01668,
133 w@abtkes

PL pACYC184 R# A s B AMRIREAAR 3501
FHl cpESA_01668-F F1 cpESA 01668-R M BRIZ 555
FFE ATCC BAA-894 4FE[KIZ1 74 b3 iy H 1) 3
AV S AN, IR R BN AR
1.3.4 AKXk agn g

P AR K IR 2R I 2 228 SCHR 1 7] 077 o TRIARR T
fbIe , Bt R SR AN A R 1 0 100 1 EL 55 R8 2]
LB #5558 BB AEEFR AL E T 37 °C L 200 r/min $2
PR, 3B 1 h BUREISE 600 nm ZEWEYGEE (4goo) , 5
SEISE 15 ho MSEITFURIN 4 h i, XHFERIEFT 10 %
Fike, LI/ s iR 22 . mak A K mism trh A&
fEE &l 2 /100 mL, BIEE LB KifRSh &b
T 2 £, HAERAE S IE W A K 2R 5 Jy
— 3, B R SR 3 IR,

1.3.5 EFh4e A b m e

M4 °C PKF BB TR R AR AR, PRI WT
AESA 01668 F1 cpESA 01668 FATHTEHA TR LB
Kegedkrr, 37 °C 200 r/min E5FR0%, B 5 uL AR
HRESH 03% BN LB WFRHEA b ¥ iEsh
JE PP SE S A, 25 CHESE 120, BRI
TE TR HARIFHEEIME . RS A 5000 3 IR
1.3.6 a1 Bk @ 4 2 A eyl e

B 25 TR A 3R P G 56 00 T 10 s AR e | B ok
P WG , 5597 2 Agoo = 0.6,

{8 FH DS EHRET 0 g K M o REBRCH] N-2R
FHE-1-ZEPET W, VR 40 pmol/L . WEHC 20 pL
PR 480 uL (W2 CIREHA IR A5, 7€ 420 nm
PR EMAE

FEETHR 3751 R — HH ORI A , AR R IR 2 Ao =
0.5, BEWHBE 1IomL BOE, BMEPMA
I mL FRFT 400 uL — R, SiREHE 3 h, B
/NI 35 1 J2 I B R A TR Asooo A ERT AR
gk (R) #IEE (1) 114

R= L5Ac300><100% (1)
1.3.7 AT A Ay o9 2

B iy 52 % % FF B WT . AESA 01668 F
cpESA_01668 THMAE 37 CHAMTFARKMRK, KRG+
FhF 96 fLtkh, 37 CHEFE 24 h, SR, A 200 uL
WERRERZZ i (PBS) FRE5ve i 57741 3 WK, Bl &
BT AFFLIIA 200 uL 99% H Pt 5 A= M1, 15 min
JEFE B, BE TS, 0.1% 25 S SR o A4
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YIS T YIS 30 min, AIA 200 uL 95% Z.F%
Ve 30 min, BRSO E 590 nm AR IOBEE
RRAAE T S0 3 IR,

1.3.8 &4k A 69 &

FEDNE B AR AT Tt B, JO/K RN BE 35 1+
feeszert 121 CERKE 20 min 5, AL 75%
CETH B I 2R AR BE S5 ) T R LA P BT 2%
o BWIRRTEALIS BRI AR LA 10 100 B ELEIFRRE,
FER BEXBUE R, I CRIE R TS . {1 PBS ¥
U 3 WK, BBR LB BEREE W E IRy, [ R
FLAH KGRI T PR IE AR, W 100 uL BEFP 2 TS
96 FLARH, f I d 1 5 B icrE 37 CHE TR IR AR
R EEESE 24 h, FHTRARTEORI T A PR R R
MHIIh TR BEJS B 96 FLARC B 7E LA T4 e

H, BRI 37 CREFRAATEE 7 d. A dUE U
96 FLAR, FEm AL 100 uL i fif I fith 1 %
I, B RG , i OR B IR I SRR SRR, FRRE
ATV MT BT, B 8 TR R 28 5 T b RS B0 TR AR A7 1
i TR A S 3 IR,
13.9 BT E PCR

EH RNA $EBGRH S48 WT Al AESA_01668
W OBE B RNA , 2R )5 A 3R B A Al 3t Y
PrimeScrip' "'RT #7744 RNA #4558 cDNA. LA
cDNA Jyfsib , i1 MasterCycle®EP Realplex Z24¢ il
TB GreenMPreMix Ex Taq"™ Il #4752 0 5 i B4 i
5N (QRT-PCR) |, i 1t A v ik ith £ o0 Ay 48 7
WIS, T 270 Dk E A X R R R KR
R A 51 L3k 3,

%3 qRT-PCR3|¥
Tab.3 qRT-PCR primers

o T S1H¥5)
16STRNAF 2 A TTACGACCAGGGCTACACACG
16S rRNA R CGGACTACGACGCACTTTATGAG
m e
;’Z; . AR I AR HEMILE RS ATP AT S
- G-I CTEACCGACOAAGLCG0
i BARREERSE (PTS) RS AT S ELIA 4140 B oo
T A A AACACOACGOTTATCATGGG
o N
- e
L F X . CATTATCGGTGCGGCTTTCG
Z:zL R AU BADIE CATGATGACCGCTGGCGTAT

13.10 MHEBR &S 0m 2

21 H 1 2 TR e R e A 5 10
BB I 2 o WERC 100 L XA K9 3 A
FEMET 2mL R EOE T, B EOEPImA
I mL $EEOR, H AR A, K i s IR G Y
ZH WS ELE T, 4°C 12000 /min B0
10 min, B FIERFEBRHN 1.5 mL 08 B
D CEAEAEHR (90 C) H¥RZ M 10 min, 25 °C |
12 000 r/min B5.0> 10 min, 5 Fi§REERS AT, B H)
R AR IR 45 300 uL, A S
EVKEEER L K 600 uL 855 1, BRAe A TIR &394,
[F] 358 %o BRZEL, {7 300 L TG Al kAR i

HARBAEARZ IRG TR A REA 95 CRIB A
0.5 h, RSN EIEEETTH 3 E 520 nm AbAE i
12 6 B R B A 220, il A=
P22 A0 i . BRARR S A SR 3 R,
1.3.11 #EBEZTM LT

Fo REEH SR R0 S 0d B T 03K, K dn i 5 75
FEEOE, ZBRBAR LB B53R%E, A 1 mL $#EBUR,
60 CHRZHEEL 30 min; W 3 mg X7 4, k% )5 2 il
L 15ming BUH BT, 70 'C 2% Kk 25 Bk
GEIZ4x#) 02 mL) , FHKERZE 1 mL, B30 uL FEA
It 5 300 uL K7 1 REHE], 4 CRY 2h, EilkE
HELL 15 min, 37 EIHWG LA 300 pL 258 2, &0
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10 min, 3 B ffa A 300 pL U5 3, S fFDT
TE, WHL 200 pL MIZE A pop o A s T A 20, W] AA g =
A pg—A zaw, A we = A wew—A oo
1.4 Fit=aHh

Fifs Gei 145 5 Al GraphPad Prism 10.1.2 {4k
T34, A A0 25 55 b Aok R BB IR 28y 2547
Mio 4 Dunnett ZH LK P {H, P<0.05 FHA
SiFE L, Hp*R/R P<0.05, *F /R P<0.01,
***JIR P<<0.001, ns F/R LE FH R

2 HREHH

2.1 EEHFE R E4b
FIFHA-Red [RIJEEH B AR E AESA_ 01668 KA

AEHEAREEE Fa0k F3W

P o B 58 2 A R SE R B AN IR RR P PCR B8RS,
R 1 Pros. &It 3 455149 (ESA_01668-1F/R |
ESA_01668-2F/R F1 ESA_01668-3F/R) , 43 51| L5 4=
B RASERAN FAME AL 2] DNA AR, 4 AR
[0 R B, AR BG R DR e B A T A M 25 5% . PCR 4521
WK 1(o) Fizs, 15 ESA_01668-1F/R M9 145
WT 5 cpESA 01668 AR T 324 bp MFEFE
S BRAS KR AESA 01668 (RIREA h A AH Y 4%
W s (] ESA_01668-2F/R #4795 , 3 ANHRRAG %
RNy B J& 908bp | 584bp LA K 584bp . S
ESA_01668-3F/R AT )5, {NTE cpESA 01668
PR & BLR/INAT l 1036 bp M4 45T o 45 5RiIE
B, &I 8 R 75K AESA 01668 2 ESA_ 01668
LR B IR FE R cpESA_01668.

ESA_01668-1F ESA_01668-2R a b c
WT ESA_01668-2F ESA_01668-1R
. N —_— - ~—
WT strain genomic DNA - N
S'-region ESA 01668 gene 3'-region
AESA_01668 ESA _01668-2F ESA_01668-2R
genomic DNA —
AESA 01668 strain -
5'-region 3'-region
AESA_01668 ESA_01668-2F ESA_01668-2R
genomic DNA —
IS'—regionl I3'—regi0nl
DESA 01 trai ESA 01668-1R ESA 01668-3R
cpESA_01668 strain PACYC  [£54 01668-1F ESA_01668-3F
184 plasmid ~_——> N —

ESA_01668 gene

(a) WT. AESA_01668 Fll cpESA_01668 HARHIT |07 B

2.2 Az

38 3 E B R 5 S AR WT L AESA_01668 .
cpESA_01668 WA ME (Bl 2) , FIbr ESA_01668 %
DRI S 5 S A IR AR AR o FEIE R S5 0F T, 2848 bk
(AR KR AR T P A A, SR i N2E R AE RS 3R 10N
JETHR . TERER AT, SRR A K R B E T
HY A BRI IR, FEFE LRGSR 10 h J5 25 5B W K
ESA_01668 H&PH Bl 2R 7 1 18 O T AN 2352 M TR K
A, T R AR SR 1 T 2 RE A TR AR 1 A R 150
ESA_01668 J& TATE AR ZIERLELA

HARER AT R A R AR AR K Sz, B
EY N STEBTIN R0 /I IA SR e L =M 4 1)) S|
T AR ) F2 B X RIAE T B T L AR Ak . e aa S
T, B B Wl (BRI |, BTLAES F R R
Al AR, TE TR AR Y, bR T Bk EERG o, 25

Tet gene g

(b) PCR #3451

M. D2000 marker; JKiE 1. 4. 7. WT; JKiH 2. 5. 8. AESA_01668; VK 3. 6. 9. cpESA_01668. a. 5|4 ESA_01668-1F/R ¥ ¥IKiE; b. 514

ESA_01668-2F/R # ¥4UKIE; c. 514 ESA_01668-3F/R § #5KiH
1 BRigEZEFEEERRAE PCRIGIE

Fig.1 PCR verification of gene knockout and complementation of C. sakazakii

FHCHEADRREAE . B Al , A= Py T in #n
TR A 035 B LI A, X AT R B T e S
S AN PR 95 B0 L, SR AT LAE—E
PR PR T 0 250 . SABRRAESA_01668 1515
RGP A K B R AR A — R IRIE T
ESA_01668 H R RN T4 62 J1 195200
2.3 Tt TIREE

B i 58 % AT BB AR B OWT | % AR B
AESA 01668 FNIEIAME cpESA 01668 %3 7d T4kt
FE, WAk D) THRRIE R M 3 Frw . &R
ESA_01668 BEBRI5 , 5878 R 1) T4 0 1 28 i 25 4
15, FH PP AR TR | GEAR R TR R 23 T 13.6% , 1ol
FIPRIE T BB AT G AN, {5 5 P AR RUAH OB 0 k2
o XULASEN ESA_ 01668 W BRIR 78 B VAT A it
TR BE T S BRI
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e ———i
g %

0.1¢ — WT

AESA_01668
— ¢pCSA_01668

0.01 . . . . . . .
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14
] /h

(a) IEH &M

10

0.1F e

AESA_01668
— ¢pCSA_01668

0.01 . .
0 5 10 15
FF)/h

2 MBS B iEFE WT.AESA_01668 .cpESA_01668
BRI 2%
Fig.2 Growth curves of C. sakazakii WT , AESA_01668
and cpESA_01668 strains

80

60

40t

T4 1%

- AN

20

S\X\\\\\\\\\\Qﬁ

0

o
a
BN
>
=
=
SN

8 cpESA_01668

*

o

El3 WT.AESA 01668 .cpESA_01668 HikHITIRKIFR
Fig. 3 Drying inactivation rates of WT , 4ESA 01668 and
cpESA_01668 strains

2.4 TEhEENMILLEE

P 0% v % i AF B8 WT . AESA_01668 . cpESA_
01668 TPkiz shiRE 11 LR ZE UK 4 PR . 2378k
(A ) Bl R /N B A TRUAH L S 25080 )N, [RLR R )37k )
P H AR /N T EP AR (BB e 25 e o AR bk
5 IAMEA H , 2 S RE )t B PR AR . BFAE A WT
RASKR AESA_01668 ., 014Kk cpESA_01668 KTk 5
HAEaH N B0+01)em, 25+01)cm., (2.8 +
0.1)cm. XM ESA 01668 F[H g 23 5 M B vy
B AR IZ shRE T .

FEAN P IE S B b, HEBIE g R R
S 1 PO T AR A A 2 X A T T

e e U TR AR S A2 0, AR 0I5 SRk

W 32 B R R BRI B T B 25 A A A T 0 T
BRI, A2 B TR R AR A i, AAEER
o IR e A 45 SR — H R A2 B R, R
H e 252 2P0, Nimsem Haz ghig ). Wi mis
SR T ATP () JEIU /K A, G0 SR 40 B 200 At 4 oy
) ATP HER A sz 2T, 2 i e s
ZEEhP H, JLE ESA 01668 B 140 1E 2
FRESI TR, T Re S M B ek AR A Bz sk ge 11t
RS IR R A G

AESA 01668

(a) BRIk B

cpESA_01668

WT  AESA 01668 cpESA_01668
[2R 73

(b) IkshlE B
4 FRIBTETHEFE WT.AESA_01668 . cpESA_01668
EHRIEENRE TR LL IR
Fig.4 Comparison of motility ability of C. sakazakii WT,
AESA_01668 and cpESA_01668 strains

2.5 HEWBEHIT A EE

J T IUERED] ESA_ 01668 B 55 B VA # A=
PIIEIE BLRE 1 (520, PEAS T BF A R | 9 AR RN [T b
PRI iRe T, S5 RANKl 5 B . AESA_01668
(8 A= D RETY U RE T S AR A R Rk , [ b
(A= PIRSTY B RE 1A BRG0P, 5 HF A= RUAH L TG
BEES

Bl Ui 5 5 AT B AT LA BRAE RS, 430 B &2
WA B 2PN DNA 2R 4 i s 5k
JB R TR AR 200 J o 2 B2 0K, DATT Xof 40 2 3] (4 4 1
DR PR AV R X B0 5 2 i B 1 TR b ik 2 ¢
A, HAE YA SRR I S S AR AE 7 IE A
P BRI | AR I IR A % B 2 Fh R R
S, Hh A ds THEE M B4 RS AR, B
A1, TR o st 25 R i A B AT B g
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Pk AESA_01668 =WIEA M AE 10 T %512 shRg
TR EAA AL R Xl — RS T A
ESA_01668 [ Y)REHK W] 5l T B0 B B A2 501

0.20

ns

\

0.15F

< 0.10F

A\
A\

0.05F

A\

WT  AESA 01668 cpESA_01668
bk

5 WT.AESA 01668 .cpESA 01668 TEtk4EYRERIT
R BE
Fig. 5 Biofilm formation ability of WT , 4ESA_01668 and
cpESA 01668 strains

2.6 HERFTEEERE
WT. AESA 01668 .cpESA 01668 FFkMEZ HiA:

FREEME U 6 B .

80

60 |

40}

iK%

20

0

WT

40

: %

AR 9

NN

WT  AESA_01668 cpESA_01668
kR
(b) FEE
6 WT.AESA 01668 .cpESA 01668 T& #kH&E R H 418
it
Fig. 6 Physiological characteristics of membrane surface
of WT ,4ESA_01668 and cpESA_01668 strains

WPk AESA_01668 HIANMIMEHKPE SRR WT
FH I R, AR cpESA_01668 12 PR E /K P
HAR LA — R T, U 5wk WT
FHECATH SR 35 25 5% o AR M 5 B K PR R
Wi 6 (b) BizR, WFE WT Il cpESA_01668 7E 420 nm
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