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Prediction of Promoter Strength in Bacillus subtilis Based on Natural

Language Processing
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Abstract: As a key element regulating gene expression at the transcriptional level, promoter strength directly regulates gene
expression levels. However, current promoter strength prediction models are mostly focused on Escherichia coli, and models
for predicting promoter strengths in other species are not yet well developed. This study focuses on Bacillus subtilis
promoters, amassing a dataset that correlates Bacillus subtilis promoter sequences with their respective strengths. By
employing green fluorescent protein for normalized characterization of promoter strength, a comprehensive dataset for
Bacillus subtilis promoter intensities was established. Seven natural language processing methods, including FastText,
TextCNN, TextRNN, TextRCNN, TextRNN_ Att, DPCNN, and Transformer were used to train the promoter strength
prediction model. The results showed that Transformer model achieved the best prediction effect in the task of promoter
strength, with an accuracy of 79.49%. This research pioneers the construction of a Bacillus subtilis promoter strength dataset
and successfully trains a machine learning model, grounded in natural language processing, that demonstrates remarkable
performance in forecasting promoter strength, thereby advancing our ability to computationally decipher regulatory elements
in genetic sequences.
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JA BT 5& DNA 75— BeRe e XK, AT
EHRUR A S (transcription start site, TSS) BT,
B BT SR (i s i AR D2, JE s i A 2R R Y
BoEFERIEy, JoE 1 EEET S 3 DL e 78 IR
L BRI %158 . fEIX—itfE, RNA &
R4 A% O A 6, B RE RS R N IR 488 23 3h 1
X3k, Bl 5 {2 £ DNA XU HEE 5 Sk afi 1 s BT
fEFE, TER— NI &k, M2 RNA 2
THEREY, EFEZEDF, RNA RAHE T M
OB —A o ITFAHK. %075 RNA
M DNA it EPL 5% 35 AIEK A K, o
THTTHES RNA REMFIEMHLE DNA AR EE
B T4 S, B, ARSEEN o
T (W1 670, 654 55) W] LLRBIAFEZREL G 37,
AT 42 1 AN [ 22 IR 0 5 S 8L, A% I 2h 118
R AIGE, 0-10 [X (5-TATAAT-3")
f1-35 X (5-TTGACA-3) U, X FHHESY
RNA RABIRBERE. (H2, REFERTT
G, RN R SEA R R T e A BT AR, H2
] — 2R )5 B P AE A [R) B (R R A AR 8. VR N TE
LY S R IR R B P B S v N (S Tw o S = P {0 b
P B R R R A K o A& i P ) 5 A 3
FH T 2 35 e TH i SR R0 T O AR R A A )
ARSI N BT & R0 E i A AR R Lk T
[9]

W S 0 5 A 1 R R DA i TR 2H R A
AR, HAlOa®8Z 1 E 3 R, ax
RS0 J5 3 1 BT SRR O FT e . JEAER, &
FRHLES 2% ) L TF AR RN B 5 3 TR 5 AU,
un Fisher ZitEFIHIMA. AR A H08, o R R R AL
(SVM) 4180 BEALARARICL, gesef i, N Tapss
2% CANND BE1ID) 7 S 4 22 ) 4% (CNIND [16:20-21]
& MT BT, BFANRRIR T —1%
R R4y 2% . Liu FPAE R K-tuple 1
TR (PseKNC) #JEE T — NP Z R Tl &, 28
—EHT RS S NES) T, B EH TR
JREI TR, Xiao 25230 RegulonDBMI¥HE 7
KA Y 8715 B A9E T iPSW(2L)-PseKNC,
F—ZFRFEZ VU DNA FAER NIRRT, 2
JZFHF R G sh T s g5 2R 28, Liang & 47E
Xiao ZF23 2 (B s AL 1 Lt b, 8 k-mer 4
FR2H A% b A AN T A% IR A MR R B A B
B e 3E AT REAE SR B, IR A MK s BE AL
(extra-trees) HEATHRMEES:, FRT 14N
iPromoter-ET [FXUZBEAY, {FU JE 3l F 50 55 IR 7HE ff

ARHMELEER

RAIA 72.59%. Tayara Z:2°HH7E Xiao 523044 2 ()
ol SR 1Al B 45 S B RMA L% (CNND Fifhy —
“AEHBRMAMK (PeDNC) F R T — 4% N
iPSW(PseDNC-DL) R &8, H T 150 5% 5 3)
TR HEE . 5 iPSW(2L)-PseKNC #AAH Lk,
iPSW(PseDNC-DL) ## & 7 P 1 AT 45  #6 1 T
iIPSW(2L)-PseKNC #5787 J5 3l 7 5 5 45 e T4
., iPSW(PseDNC-DL)B Y [ AEff 2 . B F1
E¥ A< 280 (Mathew’s correlation coefficient,
MCC) -5l T 1.15%. 3.58%F/1 2.27%.

KT JE 37w B0 A, Hat KRZHEPT
KIATF R - FEZEAIAT I (Bacillus subtilis) /& —
PR B JEBURMER S 2 R, B %4
PEm S Wb SR AL AT RIRE AR E R
155 TV EGHIF A, I AR ) Tl R v
771281, {H R B E AT B S B T AU B R
PR o WA A7 1 Al 5 2 A B8 ) 3 115 B I ks 12
E 24, o5l EZAEY S )7 5dEE PPDRY
IR B2 AT 1 7 s 4 48 5 DBTBSEY., PPD
s PEACA 800 s 4H Ak B 2 U AT B 5 3 1 2 dis
DBTBS ${ff 7 th 47 1400 A% 44 5 25 AT 14 5 50
TAE R, M¥%A HOE EE Re s PR AL A, = 2 AU B S 3
TR A O H R, A R A s BRI 1 A B 2R A
FFBE A 20 T AR 9L . AR BB HAES
Aab P R TN AR R AT B ) SR B TR . I,
REE 79 h I 9 5 B SR AL S 31 5 R SRR
TESCHR R ILRAE T 12 d)ash TR R, A
ki — MR TS, AR ROGE B RIS 58
FERbRdE, XX 12 AN A8 FRERERAT T4 — %
fIE. Al FHZRPERR SN 12 41 )5 30 778 B SRk H 5%
FER AR AT hRHETH R, SRR A B3 TR —&
SEEAR R T E ) FOREE R, RICEST AL RLEE
AT 5 B Fom AR E . 55T DNA JPHIA R E
e MERIAEYIAE R, RmiDmeftis 45
HORTE & UARESE 1 515 B RIS EAAEALZ AL,
AW FEAE S B ARE F & B Cnatural language
processing, NLP) sl e ERGE AL, Mgk | AL 2F
FORT B 3 8 7 5m BE PRS2 . NLP H0R, E AT
BRI — N3, BRTEMBARARES, K
FEE R 30 0o VR 2 ) T VR e A AR A SUA R R AR
5RWE, IR 2 USRI T 9 R e
71181, 25 B H] DNA J7 5153 #r 75 R S S AR AiE
(3 3R 5 K AR ML EE MR, AR AL T — &5
R, 4l FE FastText®] | TextCNN  ( Text
Convolutional Neural Network) B9, TextRNN ( Text
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Recurrent Neural Network) B, TextRCNN (Text
Recurrent Convolutional Neural Network ) B2
TextRNN_Att (Text Recurrent Neural Network with
Attention) B3UR1 Transformert®4, ix 685 1 1) 7F 4L B
JFE AN SCAAE BT IR H . 5% DNA JP
G E (W) R SR 45 FRRE, AT TN T IR %
T 2545 DPCNNESL, K 5400 17 AN R H SR E
T Ak BB R G AL A AT R S B 1 R R T Ak
B, BE AL RL R A B R e R S B T I i I 1R
ft—EZ%,

1 RS

11 #H
FiEZE AT B (Bacillus subtilis) WB600 7k

JeoRERIAE £, K@ (E. colid IM109 AT
FEfE 3, pLY-3-GFP A#FEFRL. BL EAM B R B
A

Tag v lERy, b e XNEEMEARERAH,
PrimeSTAR Max DNA XA, TaKaRa A F]; Ji
LR B B 7 & DNA - a4 [m] il 7 &
Omega /A #]; GeneRuler 1 kb DNA Ladder, Thermo
Scientific A F]; JRE A RSB EHEE), Oxoid 2
Al; RIEER (Kan) . &&H% (Cm) , Solarbio
NwE; BEAENE, Sigma ARl RALZ%E, Aladdin
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Tab.1 Primers

EIEZEARE 5195 (53"

pLY-3-nSP-gfp-F GGATGATCACATCAAGCAGC

pLY-3-nSP-gfp-R TCAAATAAGGAGTGTCAAGA
P1-gfp-F GGATTTTTTAAATAAAGCGTTTACAATATATGTATCAAATAAGGAGTGTCAAGAATGG
P1-gfp-R ATTTAAAAAATCCAATGGGTTAAACTTTAATTTTAAACACGGATGATCACATCAAGCAGC
P2-gfp-F GGATTTTTTAAATAAATCGGTTACAATATATGTATCAAATAAGGAGTGTCAAGAATGG
P2-gfp-R ATTTAAAAAATCCAAATATTTAAACTTTAATTTTAAACACGGATGATCACATCAAGCAGC
P3-gfp-F GATAAAAACATTTTCTTTTGATAAACTGAACGGTCAAATAAGGAGTGTCAAGAATGG
P3-gfp-R AATGTTTTTATCACCGAAAAATGGGTGAAAAGTTTCATGCGGATGATCACATCAAGCAGC
P4-gfp-F TGACCTTTATTGACCAAAAATGTATCATGTAACTTCAAATAAGGAGTGTCAAGAATGG
P4-gfp-R TCAATAAAGGTCAAACAAAAAGCTGGCCTGATATGCAAAGGGATGATCACATCAAGCAGC
P5-gfp-F GGATTTTTTACCGCCCGCGTTTACAATATATGTATCAAATAAGGAGTGTCAAGAATGG
P5-gfp-R GGTAAAAAATCCAAATATTTAAACTTTAATTTTAAACACGGATGATCACATCAAGCAGC
P6-gfp-F GACAAAAATGGGCTCGTGTTGGAGAATAAATGTGTCAAATAAGGAGTGTCAAGAATGG
P6-gfp-R GCCCATTTTTGTCAAATAAAATTTAACCGGTATCAACGTTGGATGATCACATCAAGCAGC
P7-gfp-F GACAAGTATTTCCGACACATTCATAATGAAGTTGTCAAATAAGGAGTGTCAAGAATGG
P7-gfp-R GAAATACTTGTCAAGCTTGCCATCTTAACGTTTGCAGGCGGATGATCACATCAAGCAGC
P8-gfp-F GTTGACACTCTTTTGAGAATATGTGATATTATCAGGTCAAATAAGGAGTGTCAAGAATGG
P8-gfp-R CAAAAGAGTGTCAACGTGTATTGACGCAGTAAAGGATAAAGGATGATCACATCAAGCAGC
P9-gfp-F GACATTTTTAAATAAAGCGTTTATAATATATGTATCAAATAAGGAGTGTCAAGAATGG
P9-gfp-R ATTTAAAAATGTCAAATATTTAAACTTTAATTTTAAGCACGGATGATCACATCAAGCAGC
P10-gfp-F CACAGTGAATGAAGACCTGTGCTATATTTAATAGGTCAAATAAGGAGTGTCAAGAATGG
P10-gfp-R CTTCATTCACTGTGAACAAGAGAGATCAGCTGACTTCAACGGATGATCACATCAAGCAGC
P11-gfp-F TAAATTATGATAGAATAAGAAATGTAAAGTATATTCAAATAAGGAGTGTCAAGAATGG
P11-gfp-R CTATCATAATTTAACCACGAGAAGAAATATGAAATGTCGTGGATGATCACATCAAGCAGC
P12-gfp-F GACAATCGTCCTCCAACGTGCTATAATTCTACAATCAAATAAGGAGTGTCAAGAATGG
P12-gfp-R GAGGACGATTGTCAACACTTTTTTTTGATTTTGCTGCCTTGGATGATCACATCAAGCAGC

pLY-3-R(IF)
pLY-3-F(I %)

GTTTGTGATGGCTTCCATGTCG
CGGCACTGAATTTAATTCGGAAGGTC




040

1.2 753
1.2.1 #BEAE

5 [5e] SCHk, WA IR I S0 5 VAR SR AR (A B
ZEARM B S BT AR S HE , SREX 3 P vk
BHERATG — . W R SCER AR A T AE R
(A2 61 bp) FFHFRET TSS, Mf#H BLAST T.
LSOV Aol B 2 F T B R DR 28 P AT P A LK, DAL
TR TSS AFE AT, 17 B P AL 61 bp (17
F; WRSCERFE BT 78, REARE TSS,
W) f# F TSSPredator T LB ke aahr A, F
DATSINE] ) TSS Ay s i) _E i 61 bp 19741
W SCER T B A FRE TSS, LIRS T 51 X
/NF 61 bp, MIBEHEAT AL, SUEAT TSS HIT
T, CATRIUAS RN TSS vtk i 3 K21 _E 7
61 bp /741,
1.2.2 FLRAREGM B R IR L E

(1) JooRr S o 4 bk A

R TS e St i B R g A U 1) )R BT
BHTRAE, %/ pLY-3-GFP N# AR, ke
A 1 (a) fis. L pLY-3-GFP JNEitR, LI
1 FIEE ) B s, R R A PCR J7 244 i B
TR o 23 B Rkt P2 P A I JB R 5 ) 2
I, WE 1 (b) Fiw. Git Jss v B A IE A
ARV LRME ORI 2 AR, AN INTC 4% e B4k R IE %
BIRAY, WRERIRCT 50 °C/KI B N 15 min,
RN GEF G B VK EAE, -20 CCUKFEIRAT . {4
DNA 35 i i e e R O &4 4T DNA F B 4lifk
[T, ) S B 1) SR A N KA 1

1 RE BRI RE MR B A BB Sk A N (&
Fig. 1 Reporter plasmid map and agarose gel
electrophoresis results

AR KR B A T LB WA R IR I AE
37 °C. 220 r/min £7% 1 h, 5000 r/min &.C» 5 min,
ZbR B, BRIREAR SRR R RS, IR
BRI, 37 °CIEIEIE IR 12 he PR 1B 3
A BRI HEAT S A PCR Ba3iE, B Ply-3-F. Ply-3-R

ARHMELEER

REI, DAPREUEE VR AR, d i B IR B e L vk
HEAT ARG 937 BB IR AIE o 358 BCAGE 1E A A0 B ARk AT
W, CRATTAR, KD TR PR J5RE  AE \ Aly
FAAF R .

(2) RGN E

KRR EL AT A T 5 mL LB Rk
H, 37°C. 220 r/min 5532 EW G Aso=0.4~0.6,
R IR e T T A e i, W s AN TR B R T 7 R
BT

W R ELLE AR B e AN T 50 mL LB A 77 3
W, HET 3APATIREG, 7E 8. 12, 164 20. 24 h
3 S DN %o 7 PR R P RN B FEE , J  5i
SR PRI (AT I S o TG IR P SE iR A FEkE
o6, BURERGAE 13000 r/min BS.00 5 3 BIEW,
PBS 2l i 3 Ik, Bl Je K v 4 B B 2] PBS
PR AR 200 pl VAN B SRS
(17 96 FLARHs B AR ORI K 480 nmy R4
WK 520 nm, FHH TR A Id SR AUE
1.2.3 B3 TR EAREAC T AR o X o

M 12 ZHAER o T — 25 P S R 1) R B
T4, R G b5 32347 5 2H B PR (1 4 4 7 o
S IR E , BN A P B A A Ja 30 7 s BE AR HEAL,
THEARIE o AR SR S 20 7 5 B 5 AR H R AE AR
E A 1 LU AB 58T SRR B 37 A B A
B trdEtbitsEwmst (L PR, Hd x AEET
TR S 9 s Fa AR E 377 S A Hh R AR
R GaRE ;s Fa ARG BT 7 L JE Sk o
BEs Fx AR B E RS 3 5 5148 i STk A i o
.

X= :a x Fy (1)

VB £ 4 HE ' R BE FH 9 21 55 1) U HE 71
¥4y R 3 L, B G R B ) — A N IERE A
GRIEFNT) + wOGImEARK — AN REAR (55
JRBT) , BRNEMFEAR 193 4>, I 8 : 2 [
ECA A 53 I SREEFII AR 50 FH I SR AL Tl A5
Y, Al FH I AR 5 o AR 1 S0 25 SR AT SR
1.2.4 #BA®%E

T 8318 A] AR R & — MUk, FrblfEe
) 3 JA B ¥ 56 B T B TR B i B T B N SR A B
ARG 5 AT % 1 1H FastText!®), TextCNN
(text convolutional neural network) B%. TextRNN
(text recurrent neural network) B, TextRCNN (Text
recurrent convolutional neural network ) B2 |
TextRNN_ALtt (text recurrent neural network with
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attention) B3I, DPCNNESIFT Transformer®1ix 7 4>
THERIRL ., BTk R QIR B S A, fEAbEE
FEAR I o — e . Gk Python 15 & 4
SREF, ARG S, BRI HE0E B
K 61 bp ()3 30717511 LI 7 4158 B AR AE (i
BaErhndy 1, 883 Fhridh 0 « AKX
= ARV LT B 7 S < T o A N S v O TR
https://github.com/ccg56/NLP.
125 RRAPE

N T PPA PSS Y (% o £ B L B A [ T A
RIIPERE, B — RV bR . AR AR A
LR 4 AMEkR: BUEiE (sensitivity, SN, S
SNEIR) « FEREME (specificity, SP, RS Spk
N+ #ERIZE (accuracy, ACC, HIFFS A &)
PL f D& A0 Ok & B ( Mathew’s correlation
coefficient, MCC, Hff5 M &) o fEARMFEH,
SN J& 4 IEB TN 958 3 2 7 1 LA, SP ks 6 ke
KIEMHIBI L], #EiZE (ACC) 248 IERIIX 43
5 BT AN S BT S R HERG S, X — AN A
HWMNESE . MCC & —Fh F Ty & — 5 b
RIVEREITRS, ZRG T BUSE. FrrtEmdmE,
B AT DA DB AS P R 2 a8 O i 1) 1) 7, HLAE
fE-1~+1 Z i), HEAKXA

N___EE__ (2)
N + Ney

gpz_lﬁl__ (3)
NTN + NFP

NTP + NTN ( 4 )

NTP + I\ITN + NFP + NFN
Nip - Ny — N - Niy
\/(NTP + NFP)'(NTP + NFN)'(NTN + NFP)'(NTN + NFN)

(5)
Horfte Ny, JIERIH0AH D T 080, No, A

M =

IR 95 )5 2h 7 ECE, N, R sebrovis g
BT HR TN 5 R 2 7 I ECR, Ny R sEps
N JA B AR R TN O 55 )5 31 AR

2 ZER51H8

21 FARABEXNBITFRERBIRENITE

AR LWL T 2R H 958 30wk 12 231591
AR . B R B A1 B R LI 9 R
KA. Jason ZEREAWHFURIL, HARA WA A
AT RILBEANREEIEN, (A& 3T IR
R L AR . BT, WAL ik
B S5 EIE I A 207, TEAN B 2F AR B A8
SRR F R R AR N RAE R bR, XFIX 12
AN BT SR EAT TR AE, I3RS )8 30
TR B8 PO R o AR 2% 8 B0 78 H R VR SOk
(1 )8 372 R B AR, BE T AR 3 Ok R AT e
B, mESRITA R TER—ELRAR TS
TS . B BIRLEJFE SOk B 9 iR
Bl ARAEAL T 500G I 6 sR EE Fl JEBUAR R M
)& Bl 51 Fe A 5 SCRR 0 5% o 5 5 R AR R AiE
DGR N 2.

W b AE AT E S IR 3 U SR iR R S B 7
SR ONAR. RIS 30, IRAUATFER,
HUNIEREAR, BAFBIEAFREARS 193 4. XFIEH
FEA R BARIEAT Z 8 Eext, IFfE A WebLogoB)
THAVEFFIFRRE, wE 2 s, WE 2 el
B HIEFEATS, RISEE 37175 B B iR
S BRJE B FTE-10 X[ TATAAT [F41F1-35 [X
) TTGACA [FHItB E I &,

®2 BITHEEER

Tab.2 Promoter data set information
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i Hels B SCTOG R RO AMEMER  ERITRETOL 2%
&R BT 51
A T LR 588 5 L&
GTGTTTAAAATTAAAGTTTAACCCATTGGATT
1 60 12.6~148.8 1323 4.72 0.45~5.30 [40]

TTTTAAATAAAGCGTTTACAATATATGTA

GTGTTTAAAATTAAAGTTTAAATATTTGGATT
2 18  13449.4~41774.2 22096.8 13.89 8.45~26.25 [9]
TTTTAAATAGCTGGGTTACAATATATGTA

GCATGAAACTTTTCACCCATTTTTCGGTGATA
3 27  7758.62~31854.5 18327.3 4.97 2.11~8.65 [9]
AAAACATTTTCTTTTGATAAACTGAACGG

CTTTGCATATCAGGCCAGCTTTTTGTTTGACCT
4 79 0.162262~454.446 26.4752 4.81 0.029~82.48 [41]
TTATTGACCAAAAATGTATCATGTAACT

GTGTTTAAAATTAAAGTTTAAATATTTGGATT
5 1 2.1~100 73.2 4.95 0.14~6.76 [42]
TTTTACCGCCCGCGTTTACAATATATGTA

AACGTTGATACCGGTTAAATTTTATTTGACAA
6 10 0.0114~1.25 0.303 5.38 0.20~22.18 [43]
AAATGGGCTCGTGTTGGAGAATAAATGTG

GCCTGCAAACGTTAAGATGGCAAGCTTGACA
717 0.00877~2.38 0.218 5.34 0.21~58.31 [43]
AGTATTTCCGACACATTCATAATGAAGTTG

TTTATCCTTTACTGCGTCAATACACGTTGACA
8 22 0.00574~4.93 0.0871 5.32 0.35~300.88 [43]
CTCTTTTGAGAATATGTGATATTATCAGG

GTGCTTAAAATTAAAGTTTAAATATTTGACAT
9 12 261.236~6922.28 2341.97 15.88 1.77~46.95 [44]
TTTTAAATAAAGCGTTTATAATATATGTA

GTTGAAGTCAGCTGATCTCTCTTGTTCACAGT
10 105 332~20942 8986 4.37 0.16~10.18 [45]
GAATGAAGACCTGTGCTATATTTAATAGG

ACGACATTTCATATTTCTTCTCGTGGTTAAATT
11 21 0.05~3.91 17 5.76 0.17~13.25 -
ATGATAGAATAAGAAATGTAAAGTATAT

AAGGCAGGCAAATGCGAAAAAGGTGTTGACA

12 209 1.53~94 20.48 7.95 0.59~36.49 [46]
ACAGTGAATGCTTATGGTATAATTAGTGAA

e SR B TR LR B AN, IX B AR R
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B2 BEzF. BEmFFIFRE

Fig. 2 Strong/weak promoter sequence logo
22 B FRETUNEER

LR B 2 SR 1 5 317 5 5 3 R O kv B o
AT B . BTk BEER 7 DAY FastText.
TextCNN. TextRNN. TextRCNN. TextRNN_Att.
DPCNN #1 Transformer J& T-IR &2 I 608, HA
KEVRHESE 2T BE T, RERS H 3 IR STA B 62
Bz o) g BACRVERIRAAE, DR AR REAT BN 55
W, ATEESAT TR A K 3 Oy 7 MRALE
IR b F00I 25 SR B TR IE R o AN TRVE R I 1) A2
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