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Myocardin Promoting Differentiation of Human Aortic Vascular
Smooth Muscle Cells by Activating miR-93-5p
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Abstract: Myocardin is an important transcription factor, which promotes the differentiation of vascular smooth muscle
cells. It has been reported that microRNAs are involved in multiple biological processes, including smooth muscle cell phe-
notypic switching. However, what microRNAs are associated with myocardin during smooth muscle cell differetiation proc-
ess is still unclear. In this research, exogenous myocardin was transfected into human aortal vascular smooth muscle
cells (HA-VSMCs) , and then the expression of contractive genes actin alpha 2 (ACTA2)and smooth muscle 22 alpha
(SM22 o) were detected by Western blot. By using fucntion gain or loss approach, the effect of myocardin on the level of
miR-93-5p was investigated and its level was tested with Real-time PCR. By constructing luciferase reporter plasmid con-
taining promoter miR-93-5p, the effect of myocardin on the activity of miR-93-5p promoter was detected by luciferase assay.
These data showed that myocardin promoted the differentiation of VSMCs by activating the transcription of miR-93-5p and
upregulating its level.
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Sl AL TE 2l Ikt B AR A 0 00 768 PO 2 4 0 A R AR
rh AR A A Y. BT S B I I SO0 R (serum
response factor , SRF) 5 H: it 2 /E FH ot 1 CarG
[CC (A/T) 6GG]-box HYAHE A RS Sl A1 LR
JAR A PE L R 225k i AZ O ML, myocardin & 2001
R I EE T (stress associated protein, SAP) 44
WFEWBER—A LG, ATEEZFELAIMi 5 SRE 45
B R, IFgE— WS CArG box K
AL VR S R B K i A 3, 0 dh o g AL
HLah# A (o smooth muscle-actin, a-SMA) | 5 AILAIL
FR#E 11 H 5 (SM-myosin heavy chain, SM-MHC) | Il
a2 (actin alpha 2, ACTA2) SEPRZ0 AT 7E
G3F K bR I - LA B A e S AL

/1N RNA (microRNAs, miRNA) 255731 & I
JEgmfh RNA,, AP EER R IR M DRE , 7E4 LAY AL
KT S A B AR, RME S 2
o LR B 0 0GB/ oy Y. Gareri 4P SY SR
B], miRNA 7E M5V R B b iR 2 /R
miR-125a-5p i i 8 [5] ETS-1 (erythroblast transforma-
tion specific-1, ETS-1) 8 & IfiL 45 F 15 WL 0 3% Y 4%
1k. (BFE VSMCs EHEEAL I H myocardin 5Lt
miRNA 5 H AT AR SE 2. @id X miRNA
Ja 8 F oM & B miR-93-5p WY JE s F B A
myocardin/SRF 45 & i & CArG box , A it #E
myocardin F] B8 J2 I 45 miR-93-5p Y 5C 5 % 5%
+. A B LR D RE AR AR B O SE IR IR IS AE N
3 2 K I A8 - T LA A S5 Ak 2k FE R myocardin Xf
miR-93-5p A% SR IETEAE .

1 HESAE

1.1 ZaRe . EM S Bk

N FE Sk A UL (human aortic vascular
smooth muscle cells, HA-VSMCs) A< 5256 %8 {45k,
ATCC"%i*5}1 CRL-1999. KIHFHi (E. coli) DH5ex,
pGL3-Basic . pcDNA3.1-myocardin 3 ik it %7 . pRI-
GFP/Neo-Myocd (RNAi-myocardin) T 4 Jii %7 . pRI-
GFP/Neo-Control (RNAi-control) Jit %7 Y5 A A 52 55 ==
TiAz.
1.2 FE=RHA

myocardin —3# (rabbit) , KHFE/R AW R A
RSl 5 ACTA2 —¥i (rabbit) . SM22 —47L (rabbit) |
Abcam 23 7] 5 /) BRHT N H I B 3- W R A
(glyceraldehyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase, GAPDH)

REBEBREER H34% ol

—3t, Santa Cruz A )5 IFEHTRIOE T ILFEHUR
w6 PL, Li-cor A T]; M-MLV W55 540l . Trizol i
A, AR FRFERHARA ] ; Tag DNA A, b
ARG EYHARAGBRAF] ; Nhe T FR$E A DI
Xho T BRITENVIEG . T4 DNA JEH:HE , Promega 23
Fl; SYBR Green q PCR Mastermix, DBI Bioscience
/A7; ANTPs, D2000 DNA ladder . DM 2000 plus DNA
marker . 3 F Y A3 2 38 DA 41 2 HU 58 & (Universal
Genomic DNA Kit) , It 5t FEM 20 A= PR A BR A
Al 5 9 6K BRI K F) &, Promega A Al 5 X-
tremeGENE HP DNA Transfection Reagent #%4%i
7, Roche 2y Fl.

1.3 HEFEHE

HA-VSMCs HI&A 10% b il CEvEpiA, ik
NEER) M 1% 100 x FHER Z WU DMEM-
HG Fi33ETF 37°C 5% CO, JiFRAiEgE. FH 0.25%
JEREE T AAL AR, YA A 70% I, FHAR B4
A T35 4 ) e e a5 36 IR BORL (peDNA3LD) |
myocardin 1 235 Bk (pcDNA3.1-myocardin) | pRI-
GFP/Neo-Control (RNAi-control) Jii %7 1 pRI-GFP/
Neo-Myocd (RNAi-myocardin) T4 B, Bt FH ks ik
R 4pgmL, #2/EH X-treme GENE HP DNA
Transfection Reagent % 44if5f1d BH 4517, 7R 5% 4L
J& 48 h WEEARRIZ AL HLY HA-VSMCs, 43l 4E
AN R R RNA, U TR 2252056
1.4 & ENif (Western blot) 7347

RS LA, SDS 2R 2R VK b 247 40,
A EED, F S iE kN ER&EA S
it 100 ‘CA2PE 10 min J&5, #47 12% SDS-PAGE i
Uk, L A RR A S 2 NC . 5% it
fRUIY IR B 1h J5, 2350 ACTA2 Hifk (1 -
500) . SM22¢ #if4 (1 = 1000) . myocardin $ifA (1 :
1000) 7EMF F A E , 4 Cab i, W AR 3h 2% vh il
(phosphate buffer saline , PBS) ¥t & 3 &, &1k
10 min. BESEIIAFEXT B ZH0 (LAEHTREOE =T
P RPOE ZH0) FIREOEIEE 2h, PBS IR 3
K, BHK 10 min. Oddysey iL4L4MG RG IR, F
Image J 4%} Western blot 25 5647 /44T
1.5 & RNA REXE LMK EE PCR (Real-time

PCR)

JeHl Trizol JAIEEUE. RNA, 28 M-MLV %%
SRR T k. A 2 ug B RNA 43051
miR-93-5p S G | IR ok S a0 e s 5 | kA
R SR ONE, A5 BIAH I 3% 5% 557 Y) ¢cDNA. miR-93-
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5p By FE 519 . 5'-GTCGTATCCAGTGCAGGGT
CCGAGGTATTCGACTGGATACGACCTACCTG-3'.
B 2 uL =¥1i4T Real-time PCR 4734, 1K R Ky
20 uL: master mix 10 uL, JLEEZEMEK 7.6 ul, b T
W5l ¥4 0.5uL, cDNA FEHL 1uL, 50 x ROX
0.4uL. PCR 54 : 95 CHiAYE 2min; 95 CASPE
105,60 ‘CiE -k 30s, 72 ‘CHEfH 30s; 40 MEIR; 95 C
10s 21k, #0 miR-93-5p HIZik7KF- (U6 HN
%), U6 Eiif5|¥h 5-CTCGCTTCGGCAGCACA-3',
T#51 WK 5-AACGCTTCACGAATTTGCGT-3' ;
miR-93-5p Ll 5141/ 5'-GAGTGTCAAAGTGCTGT
TCGTG-3', Fii514°h 5-GCAGGGTCCGAGGTAT
TC-3'.
1.6 AEEZARR

iz 30 FH AR L R 20 $E G5 & (Universal Ge-
nomic DNA Kit) $EBCER 4, Jekr A\ 3= 3 ik i -
JULAH P FH PR A A A 20 BB 3 O s 7 TR
Jn 200 uL GTL, FE P FE S 2= ETE; A 20 pL Pro-
teinase K .200 uL Buffer GL, Zi%E%], 56 C/KIB
10 min, &.0J5HIA 200 L Tk ZEEIFIRS). He AL
PRI 213 70) 6 1 B 5o b 20 R v BT AR W A M5
B R R AT b, O SRR, 1) R B AT AR O A
500 uL Buffer GW1 . 500 uL Buffer GW2, &.0J5F K
TR W W R AR A RS it T S 1) R A #6103
B2 50 ~ 200 uL Buffer GE 8K 7K , 2 IRICE
2 ~5min, .0 1 min, I4E DNA 3, -20 CIRAIE.
1.7 miR-93-5p KB FRAMBENNE X REERE

16 NCBI #5848 miR-93-5p W 37551, M4k
SCHRE 5 myocardin 2545 ) CArG (CCTTAAAGG)
AL ARYEILT A LA pGL3 A Wl VI 5
A Nhe l 1 Xho 1 , iz Primer 5.0 #1514, Fiif
1%k 5'-GTAGCTAGCCAGGTGAATTTCATGTTT
AGACTGGAGT-3' (Nhe 1) , FiF514#10 5'-ATTCTC
GAGCCAAGACGGGAGGACAGAAAGGAA-3' (Xho
1), BN 1028bp. PCR S 4514+ 94 “CHUH 5h
5min; 94 ‘C Ak 30s, 56 ‘CiB 'k 30s, 72 °C % fii
1 min, 30 ME¥R; 72 ‘CEAEM 10 min, 4 CLEAE. L
NFEH AR, #% Fid PCR B 15, 4lifk
PCR =4, FAAHL Bl Py VI g A TR, K g 1)
70 5 A IRIRE BRI N D) BRI Y pGL3-Basic Bufn
fil T4 DNA #EET 16 CIFHE #vi%iE 24h. Hik
DHS5 o, fE % R & R Uit F PRk s e )5, AR

WERPUERIA LB Hifedkrh, 37 CH KR 14h
J& , PEHUTURLIES T A 565 E -0

BEJSTE 24 fLARhBEAT BRI G G i, 1k Kk
myocardin 32 55 2H M i 8l ¥ (pGL3-Basic-p-miR-93-
5p) 0.5 ng. pcDNA3.1-myocardin ik FikL 0.5 ug, ¥
B4 h 3 31 T (pGL3-Basic-p-miR-93-5p) 0.5 pg .
pcDNA3.1 XREBURL 0.5 pg; T4 myocardin S25G2H
A A 81 F (pGL3-Basic-p-miR-93-5p) 0.5 ug . pRI-
GFP/Neo-Myocd (RNAi-myocardin) T4 5k 0.5 pg,
X} B8 2 K i3 3 T (pGL3-Basic-p-miR-93-5p) 0.5 pg
pRI-GFP/Neo-Control (RNAi-control) X Hf Jii
0.5pg; 2 ul ABBTIAR. L5020 SRS 5 R Mk it
FlEVLH BT, Y 24h J5HNA Luc 2Y#Y0K
ZUFEANNE 30 min, W S0 uL ZEERY), INA Z A1
H 96 fLARH; ZERFARY i EFET. Bl R
b s W G 0 A 7 B B R
1.8 FitF o

A B S 3ME + FruE 22" Ron, R
SASV8 HMHEA TS T 2# A F A3, A1) A B A
R 2=k g

2 HERE5HMH

2.1 myocardin i3 FRiX{€i# HA-VSMCs 534

HESE myocardin 7518 AL A 3 fb L 72 v 1)
AR, B X B8 5B (pcDNA3.1) il myocardin £
ik Jii Ki (pcDNA3.1-myocardin) 43 5l # 4 A HA-
VSMCs ' 48h, F| ] Western blot J7 7 £ Wl
myocardin [ FAELL. CAHWIIESE ACTA2
SM22¢r M ZE R VSMCs Hfi FLAR S AR s 3 [
L E M FRIRIEEVE N HIE VSMCs bk AY
MRS, LA DU T o3 Ak br i Pk 2R ) ACTA2
SM22¢r HIEE KK, G52 RANK 1 B,

myocardin | s - s

-
-

ACTA2 & -

SM22a

GAPDH |« <

pecDNA 3.1

myocardin

(a) Western blot 4l
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myocardin ACTA2 SM22«a

(b) JKIERE BITHT
1 myocardin {E# HA-VSMCs i R EREE R RIE
Fig. 1 Expression of HA-VSMC specific genes upregu-
lated by myocardin

XA, # ¢ pcDNA3.1-myocardin JiTH7
2H myocardin /KR B, [FE bR &SR
ACTA2 I SM22a fEE /KB 2 THe . X L0
myocardin f252# LI A EsK-FE RS IE R R
SPA s 1| = = 14 e
2.2 T myocardin #]#] HA-VSMCs 531t

Fyit—HUESE myocardin X F- ¥ ILAH M AL B9
s, B X) B8 JFURE (RN Ai-control) Fil myocardin 4
gk (RNAi-myocardin) 43 %% Y« A HA-VSMCs 1
48 h, | Western blot Jr7:4M| myocardin 1534k,
PR PESE ACTA2 I SM22or YZE 7KK, 455840
2 P,

myocardin | —
| — e
» -
sm22e | D C—
GAPDH | wem

RNAi-cintrol RNAi-myocardin

(a) Western blot ¥l

1.5
[ pcDNA3.1
. Il myocardin
E oo
=
jussg
;’[Z *k *k
&
o 05F -
) i
0

myocardin ACTA2 SM22a

(b) JRPERE RS
& 2 myocardin #l# HA-VSMCs 453 SR E IR IE
Fig. 2 Expression of HA-VSMC specific genes down-
regulated by myocardin
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S5XTMAAM I, ¥ Y RNAi-myocardin Jii k7 2
myocardin £ 7K 5835 T, (6] B 20 A s 28 ]
ACTA2 1 SM22a WY FI/KF-AL 7050 T 40% FiI
35% A4 XULHTE myocardin B E F A F3)
Jok~F- e WUbR s R R 2R3, ) I - T L2 B o3
2.3 myocardin 5 miR-93-5p {9 iX K F R IEFE K

X miRNA Y JE 3F20 b & 8L, miR-93-5p J3
¥ %4 myocardin 4S5 CArG box, It
myocardin 7] & J& [ miR-93-5p (1) % & F% 5%
T WIESEIX —4518, /£ HA-VSMCs il R ik
myocardin. $2HU RNA, i#i%% /5 Real-time PCR Filll
miR-93-5p ik, A U6 HNS LA, 251K 3
7N, 2 263K myocardin J5, miR-93-5p f kB &
V. Xl BFEE I L b B2 myocardin I T
miR-93-5p 7K.

2.5

2.0F — —

mRNAFAX} 7K
(U6/miR-93-5p)

pcDNA3.1 myocardin

3 T Ri%X myocardin _Eiffl miR-93-5p 7k F
Fig.3 Myocardin upregulating the expression of miR-93-
S5p
2.4 F# myocardin # miR-93-5p BRI
H—HAE HA-VSMCs H 4% myocardin 14
Jiiki pRI-GFP/Neo-Myocd (RNAi-myocardin) [ A5 P
T myocardin [FRIEKFJGE, Killl miR-93-5p Ay
BIKSF. $EHC RNA, 9188 5% )5 #E47 RT-PCR Al
miR-93-5p MZFEEE, UL U6 NS, miR-93-5p
KSR R R (R 4) . X s 1k — 25 Ui
miR-93-5p 5 myocardin AYFIEMIFA, I HA A
B/ myocardin XI VSMCs 5 543 b ad B .

1.5

0.5}

mRN A X} K
(U6/miR-93-5p)

RNAi-control

4 F# myocardin 3% T miR-93-5p 7k F
Fig. 4 Myocardin downregulating the expression of miR-
93-5p

RNAi-myocardin
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2.5 miR-93-5p WIS BN FRAHEE

SAUESE myocardin BEAITE miR-93-5p AH%EE,
P miR-93-5p Ji sl T2 b E EE i 5 S sk, 78
NCBI F#4k miR-93-5p WA sh 7941, wits1y,
PINE X510 @ gk R R NG B S E NS IR (e
Bt , it PCR IERAF T MG 31741 1028 bp
(M=1037bp F| 0bp) , &5 R AN 5 (a) Fizs. Kt pGL3-
Basic ZA& 415 H PCR F B3 Nhe 1 Fl Xho
T PR N DAY , 2615 B B B =S 20
MR B WG AR i Br i T L. 2
ML F ARV S, PRICRTE , /N TR S 2R 7 XY
Yo, ZERNE 5 (b) FiR. pGL3-p-miR-93-5p-luc Jfi
W2 D) e 7= HE A B, KNG 51k 4 818 bp Al
1028bp, 4818bp F B 5#AK/N—5, 1028bp F
Bt5 PCR J7WR/N—30 X1 UE B kA 2 1
1y, F— 2D P A, ORIAL EE s ).

M 1

2000 bp

1000 bp
750 bp

500 bp

1028 bp

250 bp

M. D2000 DNA ladder; 1. miR-93-5p /i PCR j=4]
(a) PCR #3545 H ALK

M 1 2 3

5000b

3000 bE 4818bp

2000 bp

1000 bp 1028 bp
750 bp

500 bp

250 bp

M. DM 2000 plus DNA marker; 1. % Nhe I Fil Xho T B UM
pGL3; 2. miR-93-5p 4L T2 Nhe | Fl Xho | BEIZER, IEW A
PR pER%E ; 3. miR-93-5p AEPH PCR 4%
(b) T FREFILER
5 33 miR-93-5p /8 3 F R RERIR &5 FThL
Fig. 5 Luciferase reporting the construction of plasmid
containing promoter miR-93-5p

2.6 myocardiniZ3i® miR-93-5p IS s FiEtE

FIF A EE () miR-93-5p 5 3h T 9¢ Y K R
G RE R BORE , A TP R I 70T, 7E HA-VSMCs
AL [EEE Y myocardin FURI A miR-93-5p JH 8)F i

ki, LA myocardin BYZS 25k pcDNA3.1 #l miR-93-
5p JA S BURL B EEE AT IR EA T ¢ 2R T
WMAHT, 25K 6 Frs. myocardin GBS I 150
miR-93-5p JA sl FiEtE (B 6 () , Mk myocardin
1 ik J5 , miR-93-5p 1 7% M L & 2 B AL (A
6(b)). XFEW myocardin REMEIE miR-93-5p K3 3h
FIENE, fE ik R SR

4

£ o ==
P 2
% L
3
® 1
pcDNA3.1 myocardin

(a) 1133k myocardin #F miR-93-5p Ji s Tk

1.5

0.5F

DGR WA X

RNAi-control
(b) T4 myocardin FiAI | miR-93-5p Ji3 Bl Fid 1

6 myocardin %58 miR-93-5p H1/5 3hFiEtE
Fig. 6 Myocardin enhancing the promoter activity of

RNAi-myocardin

miR-93-5p
3 it i®

miRNA &1 42k & IR BB 7E 5% Sk I K-
FEHNFIE B — AR i/ N+, ) AT I
M YRR N . NS BESE R Y
G EAMRGARE I E AR, 2 R A sl i i FLBHE, A
AN & B A A, R BRI R A H iy, o
FEW: KB 5 T 4285 b 5 % 5 LA
T2 EENAEY AR, A TR 12
Wiy | FE AW B FR AR AR TR L IRA, TEAS RN
MDA b iR FEEAEH. A HIETE VSMCs
1 miRNA EAIIEZ AP aE R AR R T 102
YERY. BRTE&A £ 5 CHiRkIE T miR-125a-5p
miR-145", miR-23b™  miR-18a-5p" 45 £ AL A% B Hak,
HF LR VSMCs 19 R4k . Li U5 52
myocardin 7] DI i FIH miR-206 {1 UL 434k
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I, BT AL 22 8] myocardin
PAHE ) miRNA (1 T 558 PR

A KB myocardin A LU &F_F 51 LSS
fEARG IR SM22a Fl ACTA2 YL, fEik N F:3)
Jok~F- i LA A 1] o3 Ak R B AR Ak, ZEILIS #2 T miR-93-
5p B97KF . 1 myocardin FT)RE BRI S IE S
TEN FESKF- LA ik myocardin (363K 7]
DL AR miR-93-5p MK . ik sb4t SE S 7E S
Wit B myocardin 5 miR-93-5p FUAHCHE. H
HIXT miR-93-5p MIZHRERIZ /D, EATHUE K24
HaF B A0 . miR-93-5p 7 Al 240t 4 7
ARIRHHIF, CIFSE miR-93-5p Lk sl 7
B BB b Rz ) SR A gk AR U S ) L R 4
LAY b Rz 1] A AR BT R R A 5 miR-
93-5p TEIMAE -1 LARAE DO RE R AHOCHRGE , A B
FEMESE T miR-93-5p Al fES Y myocardin JE# 1)
M LA Ak ad #2 , myocardin 7] DL miR-
93-5p ) shFiE Mk, M fEE miR-93-5p A% k.

Zi P ATk, myocardin AR 7] GEif i 94 miR-93-
S5p 25X VSMCs S biEs . AT REs RN
&IX myocardin DIREAHILHI R MR SLI0 IR , I
H&B miR-93-5p W] fES 15 M-I LML R ALY
PR . 3300 0 000 45 9 o g BRAIL A ) B 5 ST
Il RIG T AR A A IS5

Sk -
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