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An Improved Method of GST-pull Down Based on Fluorescence
Detection and its Application to the Analysis of the
Interaction between Atsttrin and TNFR2
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Abstract: An improved method of GST-pull down based on fluorescence detection was developed and could be applied to
analyzing protein interaction. Based on the confirmed interaction between TNFR2 and Atsttrin, recombinant expression vec-
tors pGEX-Atsttrin and pEYFP-TNFR2 were constructed. GST-Atsttrin fusion proteins were purified by affinity chromatog-
raphy, and then incubated with TNFR2-EYFP fusion proteins. After centrifugation, the complex was collected, and the inter-
action between Atsttrin and TNFR2-EYFP was analyzed through measuring the fluorescence intensity with multifunctional
microplate reader. The interaction between Atsttrin and TNFR2 was verified by the detection of the fluorescence after the
GST-pull down. Compared with the traditional method, the new method was more convenient and could be used to analyze
the target protein without specific antibodies.
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VeI 7 1k A BERE AR 3E . GST-pull down | Ff%
HYTHE (Co-IP) MZE L RE LR F:# (FRET) 451, 1
H1, GST-pull down FAJEFIFHA I H KSR S R 1
(GST) S& M H BRI R 45 A, FE B 1 A S b
B A R T B, HIEAR Rk H
MY GST #WAEml &Rk, BRI G E R
FEE BB BRRAR 254 “BEERT AR
— PR WS, BT E B A EAEH], AT
ik ae S5 BEOMBEAERR “BEAT |, PR
GST- i HEN-EENME LY. WEESY
SDS-PAGE &Y Western blot A:M#E 25 [ FEAE , MM
SYATIESE B W& VRS 1 B A EAE . SR,
SDS-PAGE 43 #r XJ #8 25 11 1 22 4 S PR A A, i
Western blot £l W25 SR E 1 | BRVEMEREREK | AN g
5, T HL GRS T = R ST AR i 8 1 (s
R B AR 1 o B B i vk A 5 1 R 1 B R 40 AT
Wiz kit — 2.

EYFP £} EGFP ZE AR, Al #E 500 nm
RO G R red: 528 nm (A SHE, NHS) TH:
W, S | RIERE A AR 2 A & A PR
il H #5447 FAI L, LEAE YR FAnic FEE Rl AH B
Ve A gy ST SR e 1 s,

Mammalian
&)
G Protein
m

528 nm

p. U
EYFP Target
Protein +

500 nm 528 nm &
EYFP Target ) Bait m&@
Protein 4 protein

B 1 EFRAENE GST-pull down FiEREE
Fig.1 Schema of the GST-pull down based on fluores-
cence detection

ARSI e FH O 0 A g R AR A B 0 2R X
Atsttrin FIPREIRFE R F3Z 4K 2 (Tumor necrosis factor
receptor 2, TNFR2) ™ W R sz %t 42, 23 ik GST-
Atsttrin JFUA% K F AR TNFR2-EYFP ELAZ ik 3%
I, IEER AT I S ZL s an e rh R T 28, 4 s
WiZiE 1 GST-Atsttrin @l 85 FIE AT 2] GST #
g b, FEmH A A S A TNFR2-EYFP @48 A1)
SRR [ Atsttrin A1 TNFR2 [8] F9AH ELAEF it
T 44 JIE ~GST-Atsttrin-TNFR2-EYFP & &%), 1¢

w
(=}
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Protein

GST A5 E J1/EH T BEeT 2.0 m IS 2% K &
Y. &SGR EYFP W9ECRRE, 72 DRefvn{ I
A 500 nm BCECECE , Kl 528 nm & SHERYEE
JGAE, B AT SEBXT 2R 15 [a)AH AR F A 234

1 #MRlEAE

1.1 &
111 @mhe AR A%

NIE# FLIR 40 M (HBL100) | RPN 4416 B i 41 4
it (COS-7) . Jiki pGEX-6p-3 K pEYFP-N1 ¥ A%
S EARAE s Bk pMD18T-Atsttrin Ay S35 25 B4
@ K (Escherichia coli) IM109 1 BL21 (DE3)
112 &7

Pfu DNA B4 . T4 DNA %42, TaKaRa 2y
F) 5 7% Marker , R B BG4 BUIBHHEER DNA
WIS G, Jb st R 2020 ] 5 High-Affinity GST
Resin, /i 5t & Wik YR A IR A W s BCA HHE
ARG IPTG, bt R T A vl 5 s IR 5L
Gibeo 2wl 5 AR AR 3 , BUM U2 2wl 5 IR RR
Wil UG 85 Marker , TuroFect #4445,
Fermentas /2w 3 S50 Ar FHH AR 500 24 A it 11 s el 7
AR 510G S A I R b e R
A SERL.

NETN 4ff Jifl 24 f# ¥ : 20 mmol/L Tris-HCI (pH
8.0) , 100 mmol/L NaCl, 1 mmol/L EDTA, {KF43%%
4 0.5%F7) NP-40.

1.2 FHik
1.2.1 Ji#: pEYFP-TNFR2 #j3E & %2

Hif# Uniprot #2EHY TNFR2 M4MSE )75
(P20333) fil NCBI $2f/tf TNFR2 JL£[K 741 (Gene
ID: 7133) , s MuSME 23 2 257 {45, FIAH
Primer 5.0 JF 51991 TNFR2, BEVIA 20 H T
R4 FR, Py: 5'-TAGGAATTCGCCACCATGTTGC
CCGCCCAGGTG-3'(EcoR 1), P,: 5'-GGAGGATCC
GAGTCGCCAGTGCTCCCTTCAG-3'(BamH 1) . 5t
5 b FNIE # FLAR I (HBL100) Y cDNA A A5t
Me, P8 H WL B TNFR2. #% PCR 724 ik 4
pEYFP-N1 43 5SFY), VIRE I, 48 T4 DNA %
W% 5 Ak E. coli IM109 25400, 4 FIEE
RPUrEi, PRBCR s RES TS PCR A AU 5
UE, 36 E 1 5 2000 7 45 72




+ 36

122 JFi# pGEX-Atsttrin M3 B % %
Ll pMD18T-Atsttrin “H#54R , i1t PCR FiZdy 14
Atsttrin FEPH. PS04 P3: 5'-TCGGGATCCGAAAA

TCTGTATTTTCAGGGCCCGCAGGCTTCCTGCTGT
G-3'(BamH 1) , Ps: 5-CCGCTCGAGTTATGGGATT

GGACAGCAGC-3'(Xho 1 ). JHTEAES G514
VI LBR GST #5%%, 76 Bilr5 951 A TEV & 1
IV EIAL S (RMATR ) . ¥ PCR 4l pGEX-6p-3
AR RN, VIS I, 5% AL E. coli IM109
Z Y. 2N ERER (Amp) Brikdiik)s , FIH
PATE PCR U] Bl 5 7 PH M S b
1.2.3  GST-Atsttrin k&% & #95 5 F A feth il

4 F kL pGEX-Atsttrin %51k E. coli BL21
(DE3) , ¥ ¥4k J5 M 4 R X H R T Amp
(100 pg/mL) /Yy LB WAASEFREE Y, 37 CHe IR
WG LA 2% R 4R T 50 mL 7% Amp (100 ug/mL)
BTEE LB RS FR3E (250 mL #8910 , T 37 CH;
FEE Agoo N 0.6 ~0.8 B (Z4 2h), INAZLIWKE R
1.0 mmol/L i) IPTG, 30 ‘CiE5155% 4 h. [a]ifLA%s 5
ki pGEX-6P-3 44k, E. coli BL21 (DE3) iS55 354 N
BRI Yo} B

SR L 78 30 CHRUETF, INALMRE A
1.0 mmol/L ¥ IPTG HE3HEF:, 3T 1.2.4.6.
8 h J5BUFE T SDS-PAGE 43T

VR : A I A LR R 0.2.0.4,
0.6.0.8. 1.0mmol/L ) IPTG, 30 ‘C% S H:3%,
SDS-PAGE 731 H i 8 1 R IATE L.
1.2.4 GST-Atsttrin #%4-% & 444

PRI, 4 CRL.OIEERA, I PBS Wt 3
. £ 100 mg SR EANN 3.3 mL PBS 5 # A H B I
FREEE, 4 °C .12 000 r/min 250> 30 min I8 EIEHR,
A 0.45 um JEARISIE. H 4 CHIAR PBS iy
GST BB , ¥ i s 1 B A glifh. PR 4 CHi
R PBS PEikZE M), BV 5 GST-Atsttrin @il
EALGEM GST WAEHT SDS-PAGE 43, Hisgr
4 CHEFEF T I 255,
1.2.5 st & TNFR2-EYFP 4% & 694 &

Fie HEORg I 44 i g 7] Ul B A5 R 4R R R
pEYFP-TNFR2 %% COS-7 #iiffl. }%3% 24 h J& , k5
FeH, Fl PBS UEIRAHMIPGIC, I 1.0 mL 4241
W (4 CHIR) , BT vk E24#% 30 min 5, 13 000 r/min
20 10 min WE HIEWREE .
1.2.6 GST-Atstttrin 7= TNFR2-EYFP #8 Z4£

¥ 50 uL 1.2.4 8 GST BEEIAZF] 500 L

FAMBREEE H30% By

1.2.5 s RIEREAT, BT HEEIR, 4 TR
12 h. 800 r/min %G E.L> 20s J5F FiHWEA, H
1 mL NETN 4024 i (4 CHvA) A VeV 3 ¥k, H
200 uL PBS WEMNR. KT IE M AZ] 96 FL2%
KR b, 762 D RERHR I (Bioteck) - 500 nm
MR G, K 528 nm & SGIN PG

2 & X

2.1 EARH pEYFP-TNFR2 #1 pGEX-Atsttrin fJ

MERETE

A HBL100 ZHJif%) cDNA MAHL, 514 P, #l
P, ¥38 TNFR2 JE[H, I ] vepE 2] 0A EcoR 1
BamH 1 Z[6]. PCR J5 Al % th 5K/ MEFFI H
(45, L 20 iR 28 ST AT A 21 B i 557 (K
2(a)). H—Jr1hl, YL pMDI8T-Atsttrin “HAAR, F5I
Y Py FN Py 488 Arsttrin FERIFH I 7e %] pGEX-6P-3
SRR, B RRIZE Xho 1 A BamH 1 Y5 vl 4
W2 5 U A/IMHFR R B i 55 (B 2(b)) . iE—2
i I UESE , A FOR. pEYFP-TNFR2 F1 pGEX-
Atsttrin PR AT
M 1

2 3

5000 bp
3000 bp
2000 bp

1000 bp
750 bp

500 bp

M. DNA marker; 1. pEYFP-TNFR2 Jiiki EcoR 1 #1 BamH 1 WY1
M5 2. PCR 7#); 3. pEYFP-N1 FiHi EcoR 1 Fl BamH 1 XUEHTI =)
(a) pEYFP-TNFR2 Tk (it

M 1 2 3

5000 bp
3000 bp
2000 bp

1000 bp
750 bp
500 bp

M. DNA marker; 1. pGEX-Atsttrin iki Xho I Fll BamH 1 XU~
Y15 2. PCR 7=¥); 3. pGEX-6p-3 ki Xho I Fll BamH 1 W] =4
(b) pGEX-Atsttrin JFURL{IF £
B2 R

Fig. 2 The construction of recombinant vectors
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2.2 GST-Atsttrin & EARFSRIE

JFiki pGEX-6p-3 Fll pGEX-Atsttrin 435|441k E.
coli BL21(DE3), IPTG /53335, GST-Atsttrin @l &
EOABRRBSEMSPTE 3 PR, EARK
2 PTG %FJEEMIN 4 F it 4.3 x 10° 4 AT I
GST-Atsttrin fl& 8 1454 (GST H X F i
25 2.6 x 10*, Atsttrin & (A X 2 TR 1.7 x
10%) . HHb— 2 Xt TR 1A 75 T BT A5 1 3 AT
PEA TR AT, 45 5 R H AR AT RIR 90%.

M 1 2 3 4
— —_—
T.2x 10" S — — —
5.5 10" e S - C—
4 .
4.3x10 i ‘
3.4x10° ' - ’
20510 - T —
1.7x10*

- - -

M. [ marker; 1,2. Z33INER E. coli BL21 (DE3) /[pGEX-6p-3 IPTG
RFESHFES; 3,4 2FNEME E. coli BL21 (DE3) /pGEX-Atsttrin
EE A IPTG AP RIS §isk e GST-Atsttrin #lAHF

(a) GST-Atsttrin Bl 58 A5 00

M 1 2 3

5.0x 10°
4.0x 10

3.0x10°
2.5%10"

2.0x10°

1.5x 10" wie R -
-
M. #EH marker; 1. 2FIK; 2. BEHHEAEES FER; 3. HIEE
PRI UTTE s §73k Frfs i GST-Atsttrin B &M

(b) GST-Atsttrin @il 52 1 AT 3BT

3 GST-Atsttrin i S ERFSRES WAL
Fig.3 SDS-PAGE analysis of the expression and solubil-
ity of GST-Atsttrin fusion protein

Ryt — AT T Rk A, e AL R R
E. coli BL21(DE3)/pGEX-Atsttrin LA 1.0 mmol/L 1]
IPTG 30 ‘Ci/55:%558 h, 572 h BUFE4r#r. SDS-PAGE
FHL K 25 R S s T A B 1 ) R M Rk 1 Bl S S ]
SER MG, 5 S 6h BFELE EAA R R E R E
(K 4(a)). FEM4HIAE 30 CTLLARHRE N 02,04,
0.6.0.8. 1.0 mmol/L 1 IPTG £/ Fis 55555 6 h, 45
] 0.6 mmol/L 1 IPTG A7 S e i (&l

4(b)). XHLALE A 8 R PE R T A, 4
R HIE AR HA TR rnl bk ([EI 5). AT
& GST-Atsttrin @l & 8 1155 5 R B W i L5140 0
30 °C, Lk 0.6 mmol/L /) IPTG %55 6 h. Quantity one
A B BoR AT A S E O s el SRR S
[ 30%L4 .

5 M 1 2 3 4
e — —
e e —
5.0%10° — — R
4.0 10° --‘
— ——
| ——
3.0x10° S -
2.5x10° - - :
2.0x10°

M. ZE[1 marker; 1—5. 5N ES 1. 2, 4. 6. 8h; Hiskirfgh
GST-Atsttrin fil &% A
(a) FHSaTE LI

M 1 2 3 4 5
a9 & - S — e
g =
7.5x10" amem — 0 5 ' = g
4 ) e L ond ” -, o —.
6.3x 10" = sy . -
4.8%x10° W e - - "
- - "‘—
3.5 10° S s — jp— :
- v
111
25x10' G ¥ Lo A B
2.0x10° %

M. %[ marker; 1—5. 4350 02, 0.4, 0.6, 0.8, 1.0 mmol/L Aj
IPTG %55 i3k ArfE A GST-Atsttrin fli &4
(b) ITPG FESFHIEIEM AL

B4 FERIERER IPTGRENKL

Fig. 4 Optimization of the induction time and concentra-
tion of IPTG

7.5% 10" e

6.3 10"

48x 10"

3.5x 10’ —
- K

25x10°

M. % marker; 1. BHGHBARICS FIER: 2. B ASRESIT
VE; ik sl GST-Atsttrin A& H
B5 MRUBREETREESHT
Fig. 5 Analysis of the solubility of GST-Atsttrin fusion
protein
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2.3 GST-Atsttrin Gt & EZE BRI 4L
W5 TR AR AR, B O0M EET GST J&
FUEMTAE A kA B 1. SDS-PAGE 43 Hr4s s «
I — YRR Z T PR 248 K 2B AE A, HAEAH
X FIRER 2.8 x 10* (R HRAFTE— A2 A
M, HAV B 525 Foki pGEX-6P-3 155261419 GST 7~
YA (B 6, K 3(a)). HILERPAEMAE E coli
BL21 (DE3) /pGEX-Atsttrin 7E 3¢k Bl &2 [ A [A] )
WMo HE—E W) GST HhFk =Y. XIR T RE=
T NIBIEA Atsttrin W5 T5 E. coli w3 PER P AE
(14 26 515 B Bt B T s /ML mRNA ANFUE
A T 1 A
M 1 3

4
5.0%x10*

4010 -
3.0x10° a
2.5%10°

2.0x10°

1.5%x 10

2
r‘
L

1.0 10" e

M. HEH marker; 1. WREABRG FEREA; 2. FiBK;
3. PBS MM 4. GST MlES GST-Assttrin G EALAE AW
i BiIE A GST-Atsttrin @A 1.
B 6 GST-Atsttrin & EHRLL
Fig. 6 Purification of the GST-Atsttrin fusion protein

2.4 S E TNFR2-EYFP A ERQRIT L
i
5ok pEYFP-TNFR2 %44 COS-7 4iiffd, 57
24 h Jg, il 2Ot B M T TNFR2-EYFP H W
F kg, a5 & 7 k.

160 pm
| S

(@) ASOETFEA (b) FCHAE T T

B 7 ApaiEf pEYFP-TNFR2 RHI G5B A
Fig.7 Micrographs of cells transfected with pEYFP-
TNFR?2 vector

SR YL i mT L E B B 2, R EATE
I N AT RIS AR I ik ik — A UREE RE YL 5 i 4n
i, ZUFISCE 13453 TNFR2-EYFP FESL, FIHZ 5

FUHBLEEHB $30% 1

REEAR SO 9B R S 00 o o hT, 5 RN 8 i
TN G5 T A0 R R R X D (B I 2 A
SN 5 R, OGME S A 8 1 TNFR2-EYFP A A]
AT RAFA R ARG R , R BHZOBE Y5 55 1T IR
T Wt EYFP f@ilA 8 ) S k.

0.8 F

0.6

0.4

g |
TNFR2-EYFPyil & 84 1114 4
8 TNFR2-EYFPRAGERMZLESHAIERMXR
Fig. 8 Relationship between the fluorescence of TNFR2-
EYFP fusion protein and its amount

2.5 Atsttrin#1 TNFR2 8 E{E Ao #7

R B E S G E T v S 1w AR b B R TR
A EAEF Y GST-pull down 23T, B 56X GST-pull
down RGN BIH) COS-7 Ml E. coli WNIEE
ZHEM . GST W&EHEALMAEXT EYFP 2%6E &
BT T 8. SXF AL Bk “dy
i BIAEXT EYFP ZOGE R E r= A B & M s
g (1 9 (a)). FEMIERE -, 705K Atsttrin-GST-# g
BEY . GST-MIEE 651 5% 4 pEYFP-TNFR2 1
20 i 2 W L R, 40 B0 PBS VA TE GST
WRJG , T2 IIRemEbR I il 2 EYFP (WZE6ME. 5
GST-W g & WAH L, Atsttrin-GST-# ig & & W 1E
Y5 pEYFP-TNFR2 ZHIZf# W 5 J5 , Al 2 B 2
W EAES (B 9(b)) , &M Atsttrin-GST-HIIEE &
Yol TNFR2-EYFP A 20 i 24 f v P il 16 & 4 o
K, HAETEA I R A AR LT Hu A I3 — i A% etk I
14 77 3% AT AR G-t P 2 1 S [0 AH ELAE F A6 20 A

1.00 f _I_ - -+ 1
= 0.75
o L
5 050
S
0.25
0= B C D E
A R

A. XTHE (PBS) ; B.COS-7 424 ; C. WK E. coli BL21
(DE3) /pGEX-Atsttrin Z4f#i%; D. GST #1; E. GST W5
(a) Z&FXt o SEIE AR IR



T, FEZE X 565 46 (theumatoid  arthrits, RA) | 4R
JE R PESETTR (psoriasis arthritsi, PA) | 58 BT 4
(ankylosing spondylitis, AS) %90 3% 72 Gt %5 i 1 F P
g EEAEA"L HIECT TNFRI, TNFR2 AU
FR 40 o34, 45 TNFR2 BN B MRS 24
IR UYL Atsttrin 775 TNFo 32445t TNFR2
L5, AT RS R 2 IR S 2 1 e A5 A )

2015 42 J FEE, % —FETIOURIA GST-pull down Stk s BN .39 .
Kokt Atsttrin-TNFR2 A EAEFH 923047

1.2
ﬁ 1.0F
#®

0.8

0.6

A B C
RE S

A. XTHE (PBS) ; B. GST fEAFIMIS4E &5 44 ; C. GST-Atsttrin &l
BEAMMIBESGEEY,; *+FR P<0.001

(b) AEAERHT

B9 Atsttrin 1 TNFR2 8 EERA S
Fig. 9 Interaction analysis of Atsttrin and TNFR2

3 W it

AH HLRERE X Z%5E | Co-IP  FRET % /77, GST-pull
down TR 517, L0 B BMELE, D7 2 1 BOM
YER 8 5 AR 2] T T 2 BN . AR e 4
GST-pull down JyyEREA b, X HAT T ekcdk. dad
WHEN Y EYFP MG 3Rk, L EYFP 2GR
REMEG T ETHY SDS-PAGE & Western blot 7347,
TR KA T GST-pull down ZMHr 58 | FEAK T #
VEMERE | Il X B 55 P TR R SE 8 (A EF T 3L
O3HT. ABFRSE R B8 EYFP 9EGE S EYFP fld
B & AT R RO OC R, B3 S058
KRR REAFTE M AL I E. coli BYPIEYEY)
i GST M . RABAE SRS i 15
NGkt EYFP 9 e 7 Ak i 2 s, DR AR 75 vk
ARG 1 K EYFP 986 B R /NS B & 1
JE IRV AH BRI R 43 H

Effy 2 B 45 ¥4 (8 T2 ) %ot 2 19 3 A B A FH Ay 4k
Sty BB GST & E. coli RARTEGRL AT
FERME AR, FEVE R A b bRt nl ek 5 i &
1B AR TR B, DT R8T B T8 L E A 1Y)
23 [ LR 10 AN, GST AT ) F44 580 Bl 2 11 0
R Bk v, TR KR R 2 kiR, A
SEgeh, gad KAk, £ 30 °C L IPTG W Eh
0.6 mmol/L FHESEEFE 6 h, AIH{% GST-Atsttrin
AEAMFIERIRR K (250 mg/mL) |, [AEFATEM:
A HFEA I 90% LA b, B T A EAE ML
.

TEASZBG TR e FH ORI %14 Atsttrin S& 8 i
fl) TNFR2 45SVEREHLE DY TNFo /e &

VERSOL KAt , 25880 J124 30 B Atsttrin 75
TN EAT B AR B T R 5 R AR MR B, R
Atsttrin S HAT AR WPRE-R A T S BB 2o 2.
AT 9 GST-pull down J5 7] 2 Atsttrin 25 [
Jo 3 0 B i — 20 AR DL BB BT 5 15 98 8T 24 1Y) i 1%k
BAE—FlH A I FBL 1A, 78 ORI B A AE
GST 5 Atsttrin Z[A#SH0 T TEV & EFHYPIHINAL
M RSNl TEV BEVIREL Atsttrin, FFi%2E
BT il a8 A
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